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he Abſurdity and Injuſtice of Religi- 


ous Bigotry and Perſecution ; their 
utter Contrariety to the temper and 
conduct of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 


N 


and cheir miſchievous and fatal Con- 
| ſequences, Lt 
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Ale, . ei of kalk 
* Bigutry and E 3 &c, 


HE mild 1 die Fc of 7 + 
2 chriſtian religion, which breathes 20 
PE nothing but moderation and gentleneſs, peace 


Bs and univerſal charity, cannot but be look'd 5 


upon by every candid and virtuous enquirer Pg 
after truth, as a ſufficient evidence of it's 


genuine excellency and perfection, and a very _ 


ſtriking proof of it's divine original. Who- z 
ever examines the goſpel-inſtitution with can= | 


dour and impartiality, will ſoon diſcover it to 
have been contriv'd and deſign'd, among other 
important ends and purpoſes, to unite man- 
kind together by the cloſe ties of mutual af 
fẽction and good-will, to diffuſe through the | 
_ great human community a ſpirit of univerſal 
N „ 1 . lore 


4 : of 0. . je 00 a 2 U, | 
8 8 1 benevolence, and to or r and 


5 ſp read the ſalutary effects of ſocial concord, 
5 and harmony over the face of the whole earth. 


— o | * 
2 " . . 
þ =. 

de 2 * 


2. Whether we conſider ourſelves, meer) 


as creatures capable of kind affections, and 
intended by the great Author of nature for 
ſocial intercourſes, or as beings form'd like- 
wiſe for the noble purpoſes of religion, the 
obſervation and execution of the ſeveral ob- 
Ugatory duties conſequent upon the relation 
we ſtand in to the Deity, and for. the more 
perfect and diligent diſcharge of theſe duties, 
_ diſtinguiſh'd and enlighten'd by an extraordi- . 
_ nary revelation from heaven ; Whether, - 
fay, we view ourſelves i in a ſocial, or religious 5 
1 capacity, we ſhall find that the goſpel requires 
As to cultivate and cheriſh with great care 
and affiduity, a principle of the moſt uncon- 
find and extenſive benevolence and good- 
will, and with the utmoſt caution to avoid 

5 breaking in upon, in any reſpect, the peace . 
and happineſs of our fellow- creatures, or vio- 

; lating the natural and common . of i 
wankind. 3 1 5 
„ a very ; cial manner are we 
3 called upon to entertain generous and liberal 
1 ſentiments under the denomination of religi- * 
ous s bein 853 and, more en as men- 


bers 


1 A , 


> = 0 
— 


"of Regiais y ind Pier: ; Ke. ; . 15 1 
8 of an eccleſiaſtical community, the catho- 


lic church of Chriſt. Our holy religion 
teaches us to cultivate an eſteem for all our 
fellow-chriſtians in general, and an ardent 
Concern. for their welfare: to follow after the 
things, which make for peace; and things where= © 
wih one may edify another: & to bear with the _ 
errors, and treat the infirmities bf the weak* 

: with tenderneſs and condeſcenſion; and by. 
dur moderation and candour to aſſiſt their 
pfrogreſs in the chriſtian life: to root out of 

our minds all narrowneſs of temper, all the 
ſeeds of cenſoriouſneſs, and bitter uncharitable 
Areal: + not ta ſhew ourſelves actuated by * 
Cruel perſecuting ſpirit : not to put on an 
haughty, 1 imperious, and domineering air; or, 
as if our own opinions reſted upon the foun- bY 
dations of mathematical certainty, to be im 
patient of contradiction, and to treat all, who 
call the truth of them in queſtion, as either 


haying weak heads, or corrupt hearts. Thoſe, 


who lie under an error of judgment, as well 
* as thoſe, who are overtaken in a fault, we are 
. iy, e to oh in the Spirit of nee. 


: 1 - "hy , . 5 | 
"ll 8 " 19. _ Ibid. 15 * 


+ See Dr. Foſter's excellent Sermon, on Catholic 4 F 
Comin: at the end of his Diſcourſes on Natural 
7 Ng. and 9 Virtue: Vol. I, bag. 343. 
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Pa. . 0 the d 5 and keller 
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05 neſe, A by the dint of mild argumentation, | 


Vii 


and confine our kind regards to the: particular 


regis eng of n we are en, x 
N ee | Ws * i 4, 4 but i 


| C Galar. 6. F.1. 


| . and perſuaſive reaſoning, to n them back og 
b 0 the ways of truth. PP 4 
4.᷑. Thus then we are ne unt 10 litait | 


 $ * Let us concur with this auſpicious courſe of 
* providence, and each contribute our endeavours to- 


_ _ + wards carrying on this progreſs (of religion,) by 

«66 every ſerious, fair, and free enquiry : free, not only 
4 from all outward violence an clamour, but alſo 
from (what our moſt holy religion with the greateſt | 


e reaſon equally condemns, as being the root from 


„ whence theſe ſpring,) all inward bitterneſs, wrath, 
„ hatred; 11 learning to bear with one another's miſ- 
takes, in this as well as in other matters; nay, 
F © rather the more here; ſince theſe are of the higheſt 
, * conſequence, and this the only proper method to 
1 © remove them: thus labouring, as well to reform 


* the errors of our brethren. in love, as to promote 


| -L 7 « Young — l to EG Maybe whos there i is no here/y 


heve it to be proper or lawful, to hate, or perſecute a fellow - 


40 ſcripture,” bo, oh on n p. 28. 


l 2 rt 


And thus ſhall 


43 Wil 2 
1 0 4 * To bad, nor ſo contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, as to be- 
1 6 

creature, and a brother, for an opinion, which he declares id 


t * the fGimplicity and fincerity of his heart, he has impartially 
" , _* examin'd, and thinks he finds to be agreeable to the ſenfe * 


and confirm their knowledge of the truth; not fer 
e hat in either caſe, toe have dominion over their Tur”, 
but as being helpers of their. joy. | 
e religion be at length ſuffer d to partake the benefits 
of thoſe improvements, which every thing belide 
„ enjoys. Dr. Law's Conſiderations on To __—_— T4 
= * of Religion: p. 261. 262. Edit. 5. 


N a 


9 Religious Bigotry and Perſecution; &c. 7 
but to extend them to the whole houſhold of 

_ . faith; that in the cultivation and exerciſe of 

that univerſal charity, the goſpel ſo ſtrongly 
_ recommends, we may have a warm fervent 
xeal for the general cauſe of chriſtianity ; and 

"3 behave ourſelves towards all the profeſſors of 

our Saviour's religion, of whatever ſe& or de- 

Z nomination, as towards perſons, who make 

up with ourſelves one great ſpiritual commu- 

_ nity, under Chriſt, the univerſal head.“ Such 
is the humble and benevolent ſpirit! ſuch the 
divine and god-like temper of the chriſtian 

3 inſtitution! And what pity is it, that ſuch too 

has not been the ſpirit and temper of all, who 
* Have made profeſſion of it: But alas! too 

Þ many in every age of the church have pur- 

ſued quite oppoſite meaſures of conduct: have 

been influenced and actuated by narrow con- 
3 tradted principles: have appeared too prone 
Will men never be cur'd of the raſh and maliei- 
sous habit of always ſeeking in the corruption of the 
heart the origin of errors, which may be found more 
naturally, and more innocently, in the obſcurity, in 

4 << which God hath judg'd it proper to leave certain 

„ truths, and in the weaknels of the human under- 

L ſtanding?” Beauſobre, Hiſt. de Manich. 1. p. 28. 
as quoted by Dr. Jortin in his Remarks on Eccleſ. 

_ Hiſt, Vol. II. p. 329.3 30. See too Vol. III. p. 106. 107. 

See Foſter, ibid. = FERN ; e 
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. bw to think harſhly and „ 
of every. religious ſyſtem, which did not ex- 


actly coincide with their own: nay, have had 


recourſe to violent and compulſive methods, 
where neither the nature and conſtitution of 
things, nor the expreſs laws and injunctions 
of the goſpel; will admit of any thing more 
than the gentle arts of perſuaſion, and the 
only allowable expedients of eum minen 
and argumentation. 


5. And accordingly, the abſundity 800 folly — ö 1 


af ſuch an intemperate cenſorious zeal, and 
of ſuch tyrannical and oppr eſſiye proceedings, 
in ſupport of any opinions whatever, may be 
made to appear from many conſiderations : 


I! _ , conſiderations, which muſt neceſſarily weigh 


K 4 
— — — > 
wa. . 

wr a = 


with every unprejudic'd mind, and be deem d 
_ concluſive and convincing by all, but thoſe, 
' | whoſe natural benevolence and liberality of 
ſentiment have been unhappily contracted and 
deprav d, and whoſe underſtandings. are fo 
entirely beſet with inveterate- bigotted pre- 
poſſeſſions, as not to have one avenue * | 
where truth mal ä 
Fs 6. 1. : 
® « There are in many the prejudices of ms 
eta long and inveterate cuſtom, and confirm'd habit 


of thinking one way, converſing with one ſet of 
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of Religious Bigotry and Perſecution; &c. 9 2 
6. I. If we do but reflect, hom much tile 
e and intellectual faculties of particular 
men vary from each other, and withal, that 
their opportunities for enquiry, and means of 
knowledge, muſt be vaſtly different likewiſe, 
we ſhall find it abſurd to imagine, that whilſt 
theſe differences ſubſiſt, (which, as they are 
part of the original conſtitution of nature, 
they muſt do to the end of the world,) it will 
be abſurd, I ſay, to imagine, that their appre- 


henſions of nag will Ie exactly the ſame,* 
7 Their VS by 
* « miniſters, . or ck of one ſort of opinions. Such . 
opinions become ſo ſacred, that calling them in 
« queſtion, appears like attacking religion itſelf, 'and 
« leading them to infidelity and univerſal ſcepticiſm. 
It is no matter how abſurd, unreaſonable, or un- 
s ſcriptural, their principles are. It wou'd ſhock a 
e papiſt, that knew nothing of the proteſtant religion, 
to call in queſtion the nagen © tranſubſtantiation. 
And he wou'd, at firſt hearing, account it blaſphe- 
C mous and prophane. There are alſo, among pro- 
'< teftants, ſome, who wou'd regard an attempt to 
« rectify ſome of their prejudices and miſtakes, as an 
© impious deſign, to ſubvert their fundamental prin- 
« ciples, and to inſtil into their minds the moſt de- 
_ © ſtruftive errors, and moſt dangerous hereſies. And 
they wou'd ſooner part with their lives, than with 
« their 05 les.“ Dr. Benſon's Life of Chriſt. p. 2 7 
251. fo Foſter's Ditourſs on the darkneſs of 
R 0 &c. at the end of his Diſcourſes ou 
Nat. Relig. and Soc. Virt. Vol. I. P. 284,285. 2 9 
Six Diſſertations &c. p. 66. 67. „ 


7 3 See Foſter's Dilcourſs &c. Vol. II. p. 307 25 


Their ws 


| helps and advantages for the diſcovery of 


truth, before it can be ſuppos'd, that a perfect 
aer conſtant uniformity of ſentiment ſnoud 


exiſt, even in matters of conſequence and im- 
portance.“ To which reflections we may 


5 A * 
. 188 55 
f an ; 3 'Y 


9 'E 


» 8 again \ Foſter, i ibid. 


evident. We cannot but obſerve a vaſt diſparity 


between both the abilities and advantages of ſome 
e men, and thoſe of others; their fempers of body, 
and poryers of mind, and circumſtances in the 
world; their education, opportunities, and ways of life ; 


„ hs ation ney. are 1n, or Flig government they live = 
a cc "$3 0 
7 under. 


No theſe are i many alan; which together . 


4 make up our portion of reaſon, and. ſeverally con- 


tribute to the forming our underſtanding, and im- 
« proving our nature. As theſe then are ſo very un- 
< equally diſtributed, tis plain that our religious no- 
tions, or our law of nature, muſt be very different 
& * and aka Wo, "ON cond of duty will be as 


6 various 


= 


> _ powers muſt be Sint ſtrong > i 
: and clear, their acquir'd abilities muſt be in 
every reſpect equal, as well as their other 


add the great difficulties, which in many caſes > 
attend our reſearches after real knowledge, 


w hard it is for perſons of the greateſt KI 
abilities, candour, and e to . = | 


2 : 3335 
«; f N 


* . * * — all wiſe creator of the ds 15 "A 1 
04 pleas'd to frame different orders of intellectual be- 
. ings, ſo he has made a conſiderable difference among 

| ec thoſe of the ſame order. In mankind the caſe is very 


. et. 
; F 9 7 


7 Religiois Bü a and „ Perſecution; &c. 11 
7. Tho truth therefore be in itſelf fix'd 
and immutable, yet; upon theſe accounts, it 
| muſt frequently be conſider'd as meerly rela- 
tive: : and it wouꝰd be as ridiculous; to imagine 
it poſſible, in the preſent ſtate of things, for 
al intellectual objects to appear exactly the 
ſame to the rational minds of all perſons, as 
for the objects of ſenſe: to raiſe in their en- 
ſitive ſouls (according to the diſtinction of 


1 # the antient philoſophy, $) the ſame uniform 


ſenſation. . The truth is, an uniformity * 
religious ſentiments in all points of faith 
and doctrine, can never be expected, whilſt 
chriſtians are men, and of courſe have ſuch 


= ny 51s and at , ſuch dif- 


ferent Fs 


various as 1 degrees of knowledge: in every man, 
and likewiſe be enlarg d in proportion to the gradual 
= © improvements in the ſame man.” Dr. Law's Con- 15 
2X ſiderations Sc. p. 6. Edit. 3. See too p. 33. 
The ſame thing obtains remarkably in eich 
( ſyſtem, even in thoſe of Chriſtianity itſelf ; which to 


9 different perſons, and in different times and places, 


he * appears in a very different light: though ſo much 
ways, every where, lies level to all, as is abſolutely 


F « — 5 of each; and ſo much alſo as will, or might, 


< have a very conſiderable influence Wu heir lives 
and manners.” Ibid. p. 34. 


ei g 7.24. See likewiſe 
' Peirce on Hebrews 4. V. 12. Le lee 8  Pregornn 
Fliſtar. Eckel. Sect, II. n UL II. 


05 1 þe Alo K e, 


5 Fo Wa paſſions; and „ | 
38. II. It will be found, I. imagine, no 
1 telling” or groundleſs obſervation, that the 


_ generality of every ſect and denomination of 
in e are tenacious of their own een . 


* 


caref ul 


5 1 See Poſer on \-Cathol. Commun, p- 337. 338: 
* too Dedication to Eſſay on Spirit &c. by the late 


ENTS Biſhop of Clogher : p. 6. Edit. 2. © In hac humani 
< 2 ignorantia et inſcitia, tam variis adfectibus 


ræpedita, nemo prudens exſ pectet omnes paſſe, 


10 19 — ut ſentiant, ac faciant, vi aut rationibus ad- 


* duci. nec minus eruditi, adfectibuſve aut educatio- 
<,nis præjudiciis, aliiſque occæcati, quales ſemper 


_ - erunt longe plurimi, rationum pondus fatis intelli- 


I gunt; nec interea cogendi ſunt contra id quod fen- 
e tiunt, facere aut loqui.” Clericus in libel, de ehigenda 
inter Chriſtian. diſſent. Sentent. ad calcem opus; Gain. 
de Verit. &c. adje&. 5G 13. 
elt is — to be hop d, that a time will come, whey 
< religion will have a fairer, and a more alluring aſ- 
« pect; when chriſtians will be united, not in opinion - 
s as to all theological points, for thar i is impoſſible, 
* whilſt men are men, but that they will be united in 
e benevolence and charity, in intercommunion, and 
ein one common and ſimple profeſſion of faith; that 


their manners will be ſuitable to their profeſſion, 


<« and that they will be more peaceable, more virtu- 
ous, and more pious,” Joie: s Remarks on E. H. 
Vol. III. P- 445+, 

„It is not in the wit, or in | the power of mari, 
or rather, it is an impoſſibility, to prevent diverfity 
« of opinions; ſince this is the unavoidable reſult of 
+86 '« human ET and human Wy and ory 


| 


W 


5 


| Þ 
WI, y n 


= e 8 dd rohan, Ke. 13 


3 and impartial examination, and, in 
conſequence of that, acquir'd a rational and 


ſolid conviction of the truth of them, but 
merely becauſe they have been educated in 


them, and they were the opinions of their 


8 _ . >. 14 | deſcend to 


them 


4 to be remov'd, vcr we 1 1 more light, or leſs ; 


n 5 Ibid. Vol. I. Pref. p. 13. 14. 

annot help remarking by the way, that the en 5 
argument may be urg'd with as great force againſt 
the licentious infidel, as the ſtrait-lac'd bigot. The 
deiſts, among the reſt of their ſophiſms to invalidate the 
truth and authenticity of the chriſtian-revelation, have 
alledg?d the great diverſity and contrariety of ſenti- 


ment, obſervable in the chriſtian world. I call this a 

mere ſophiſm, and a futile inſignificant cayil : For, as 

ve have ſeen, an unity of belief and ſpeculative 

opinion (and matters of belief and ſpeculative opinion 

are the principal cauſes of the unhappy diviſions in 
& the chriſtian church,) can never poſſibly ſubſiſt, unleſs 
the condition of men was to be entirely chang d, and 


their nature new modell d. $. The great deſign of the 


goſpel was to reform the ſuperſtitious notions, and . 
diſſolute practiſes of mankind, i. e. to make them truly 


pious, benevolent, and virtuous; not to effect impoſſi- 

bilities. Beſides, this notable logic will equally affect 

natural religion, or the law of nature; as ſufficiently 

7 from the extract from Dr. Law juſt now made 
and from what he farther di B upon t the 


2 ſubject, p. 6. 7. of Conſiderations &c. 


„Whatever was the creed of their father, or 
<« tutor, that will be their's, from their infancy, to 
their lives end.” Dedication to Eſſay on Spirit &c. 
oy; the late Biſhop of Clogher: p- 7. Wa ee 

3 n i 

$ es hen Diſcourſe xc. Vol. II. p· 307. 
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On 1 ae ond Tonic © © 
1 hke titles, or eſtates; and tho ar 


-* " irrational and abſurd, incompatible with the 


are held facred, earneſtly 


dtctates of reaſon, repugnant to the moral 
attributes of the Deity, and abhorrent to the 
ſentiments of nature and humanity, yet ſtill 
contended for, and 


3 religiouſſy adher d to, from an immoveable ; 


Oh PAR, 


5M os 


__ perſuaſion, that they are the genuine funda- 
mentals of chriſtian theology, and that no- 
thing leſs than eternal happineſs or miſery, * 
0 2 upon the belief, or diſbelief of 1 
; 9. No ow 2 5 ch tenets. as . can, Z 
at beſt, be look'd upon but as religious 11 
Prejudices: : and ſo long as theſe continue 1 
in the world, it will be morally impoſſible, = 
55 that ever a ſameneſs of opinion, and an u- 1 
nity of f. air and doctrine Wh d any = 


| , Ta For he apices of whicarida | in ge- Y 
5 neral, and more particularly. thoſe of the re- 
ligious' kind, are a ſort" of univerſal charm, 
5 * in Mine eee Atte and 4 
8 ao nine in an el of choſe 8 are 1 
* Chriſtians, wou'd probably have been Mahome- 
**'tans, if they had been born in Turkey, and you'd 3 
have imbibed their religion, as they do their native 
tongue, hed with their mothers milk: ro . 
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"of Re gion Digntry and Perſecution; tc 7” 
the human underſtanding, and are more than 
any thing elſe, the parent of a blind credulity 
and implicit faith: They give the judgment 
a a ſtrong biaſs towards one particular ſet of 
principles, which, without the leaſt previous 
examination, are at once admitted, as certain 
and infallible; and all others, tho never ſo 

| Juſt and rational, are diſcredited and vilified, 
= as ridiculous and abſurd :: Nay, fo great. is 
F 8 the blinding and infatuating power of preju- 
| \dicate notions, that they make men conceited 
| even of their i ignorance, and obſtinate in the : 
| defence of the moſt palpable errors. T- 
II. The extreme abſurdity of the bigot then 
A moſt evidently appears from hence: That he 
is aiming at an end, which but the leaſt re- 
flection wou'd teach him, can never be at- 
XZ tain'd: That he is labouring with ſuch un- 
s A common. ardour, unwearied diligence, and in- 
defatigable toil, to bring about—what ? Why 
4 ® truly, An unity of belief and opinion: that is, 
in other words, what is, according to the 
preſent conſtitution of things, a romantic 


aan viſionary, an unnatural and nn 
= ſcheme. nod; 1 | 7 


9 12 | 
8 . 7 
| 

x 


12. Sup- 


=. + See Foes Diſcourles ber. vel L p. 369. 370. ; 
= 306 "oF, 1 99188 92 


„ 


16 0. the Abſurdity\and Tnjuftice . * 
132. Suppoſing it however compatible with 
the preſent condition. 2 "UrCURANCES: of N 

Pr: N . cc HT 

III. To be effected by: heave? and” vo- 
lence : The moſt that can be expected from 
theſe expedients is an outward uniform pro- 
feſſion, or, a mere agreement and harmony of : 
ſounds: which, as it cou'd not di be . 

the mind, wou d be, in eps * the e. part 

of mankind, bare-fac'd hypocriſy, e 1 

Ef ok hs n anne e ie - | 

£1 10 — vou can no more hubdoe he eng 3 

with blows, than beat down a caſtle with ſyllogiſms. 

Forliy's Remarks « on E. H. Vol. I. p. 24. FA 

He (Alexander biſhop of Alexandria,) command- 7 

|, < ed&Arius:to: came over to his ſentiments, and ts 

e quit his own; as if a man cou'd change his opinions, = 

=. as eaſily as he can change his coat! Tov Ageiov 1 _ 

es Oporgiy txeawvor.” Soz. Ibid. Vol. III. p. 44. = 

"7 o oppteſs and. perſecute — is ſcandalous in it. 

« ſelf, and can produce no good effect. Never was 

any man heaten into à right underſtanding, and 
never did God give a bleſũng to ſuch proceedings“ 

laem. Six Diſſertations &c, p. 98. See too p. 30% 

If the inquiſitors wou'd act thus, it wou'd 

* be better for their Priſoners in this world, and for 

themſelves in the next. It will then be found a 

poor excuſe for their cruelty, that it help'd to fill ja | 


1 4 church with nominal catholics, and to keep up 


= 21 unity of exoteric faith in the bond. of n ce 
dear, and . 


| ' 


Mm „Men 


7 Regio B nt 4 Perſecution; &c. 1 7 


* 13. Force and compulſion may indeed, as 
Dr. Glarke very juftly obſerves, produce | an © 
« unity of opinion in the bond of ignorance, 
4 or unity of practiſe in the bond of hypo- 
eriſy; but can never be productive of the 
f bee unity, The unity of the Mint: in the 
= bond of ſincerity and pan ”#: 
14. In truth, the very notion of compelling 
f men to embrace ſuch or ſuch a religion, is 
mere nonſenſe, and a ſelf-contradiftion: For 
I if the very eſſence of all religion and moral 


urtue conſiſts, as moſt undoubtedly it does, 


in the free choice of the will, + to force a 
man in ſuch a caſe is, To force him to be 
'B Ve; i. e. To make him vn ee aud not free at 
* the 


_ « Men will oat an not, to think with them, 
F 3 < for that is impoſſible; but to ſay they do; upon 
which they obtain full leave: not to think or rea- 
== < fon at all, and this is call'd Unity: which is ſome- 
3 |< what like the behaviour of the Romans, as it is 
Y « deſerib'd by a brave country-man of ours in Taci- 
1 * tus, — Ub; ſolitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant.” 
Idem. Remarks, &c. Vol. I. Pref. p. 22. Compare 


Vol. HI. p. 243, &c. Benſon's Life of Chriſt: p. 330. 


; J of Clarks Sermons: Vol. VII. P. 1. Edit. 7. 1279 5 
Ep heſ. 4. J. 3 15 


pF |  procedat, Voluntas autem docendo et ſuadendo 
1 { * elicitur; non minis, non vi. Coactus qui credit, 
= © non credit, ſed credere ſe ſimulat, ut malum vitet.“ 
| Grotins de Veritate, Kc. lid. 6. LED P. FORE Edit. 

B Cleric, 
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155 155 . Dei ba 1 nit * animo <P ROY : 
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ein order to be F oaths Saburine the ers, | 
. in order 1 to be heard. The abſundity, in 4 
18 exactly the ſame: For as no- 
0 N affefts the eyes, but light, nor the 
-_ © ears, but ſounds, ſo nothing affects the un- 
Ly e and the will, but reaſon and 


— 


— — . — — 
* , 1 / 


248 -- Gate Abe 1 V e 
the ſame time To attempt to influence 
"OM e oY force +, 2224p wer * 


NT 2 
* 


ane. A man's external acts may in- 


« deed be compell'd, or may be reſtrain'd by 
force; and, in many caſes, tis very fit thex 
« ſhou'd be ſo: but the 7mward acts of the mind 
* cannot be forc'd; nor is it poſſible for a 
. * man to be compelld againſt his will, to fear 
God, and be ſincerely religious,” — Nay, $ 
= God himſelf, as he very truly remarks, 1 
„ whoſe power is infinite, yet compels and 
e over- rules no man in matters of morality :” * 
Nor can he be ſuppos'd to do it without TH 
a manifeſt inconſiſtency in the nature of the 
A thing : For the eſence of religion or virtue 
( conſiſts i in the free-choice of the will: ſo that 2 5 
5 « to. eee a man in ny caſe, by "I 1 
. Cleric. To 92 Eg OIL Laftentins quoted i mn 
the Note below: Nihil eſt enim tam voluntarium 
quam religio; in qua ſi animus lacrificantis adver- 


„ jus, eſt, jam W jam n alk.” 84 


= Baa 
DR 
3 SONS 
= Wk; 
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of Religions 6 and Perfection Kc. 10 


= * away his freedom, is indeed defiroying the 
faculty itſelf, or removing the ſubject, in which 
= *« virtue was to reſide. — And moſt un- 
= doubtedly, to treat mankind in this manner, 
of is not to treat them as men, or as free moral 
= agents, but as beings deſtitute of all intel- 
lectual and moral liberty, and nothing more 
X than mere animal machines. But farther: 
1.5. The religious zealot not only acts upon 
* abſurd and ſelf- contradictory, but likewiſe 
Iv. Unjuſt and unequitable principles: 
le is violating, and trampling upon the na- 
* tural and common rights of mankind. That 
1 every man has a right to think for himſelf, in 
the proper and legitimate ſenſe of the wn. 
= ſeems to be a ſelf-evident principle : : I ay, in 
„ the proper and legitimate ſenſe of the word: 
For 1 wou'd by no means be underſtood to 7 
| mean that Jicentions lewity of thinking, which 
is one of the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of 
23 our modern unbelievers, but a SOBER AND 
"3 $ERIOUS FREEDOM OF THOUGHT. in @ 
_- Hncere and impartial enquiry after truth: That 
kind of free-thinking, which, to uſe the words 
of Dr. Bentley, is as neceſſary to the rational 
= <« *in. as reſpiration | is to the vital body: 
cx With- 0 


* tia, bro. 1 As 
52 5 


02 the Abſurdity and Tnjuftice - 
VB * which all religions, that ever Have 
been, are, or may be, are equally com- 
ee mendable, and the ſame individual perſons 
wou'd have been papiſts at Rome, proteſtants 
in England, and mahometans in Turkey: 
That freedom of thought, e upon which, as this 
e celebrated writer goes on to obſerve, chriſti- 
* anity itſelf depended at it's firſt propaga- 
* tion; upon which the reformation was 
« grounded, and is ſtill maintain'd and ſup- 
me ported: That freedom of thought, which, 
if duly exerciſed, will naturally lead to a 
rational conviction, and thorough belief of 
1 the truth of the goſpel; and the want of which 
1 will as naturally be productive of rank ſuper- 
ſtition, a bigotted enthuſiaſm, or a total infi- : ; 
delity: In a word, That freedom of thought and 
bet enquiry, which wou'd, in a great meaſure, 
have prevented thoſe factions and ſchiſms, 

| thoſe abſurd and extravagant opinions, which, 
to the great prejudice of reveal'd religion, . 
have ſo long prevaild in the chriſtian church. 
16. I cannot help 1 imagining therefore, that 5 


A 2 
| 1 thoſe, who have repreſented all freedom of © * 5 
=. thought 1 in religious matters, as drawing after 
it dangerous conſequences, and opening a 
door to FD, gal and 5 ſpecies of 


lati- 


8 Remarks upon Fre Fee- <chinking: V. 


OR 
= 4 
+82 


"# Roligine Bigotry and P . &c. 21 ' 


| Katitudinarian principles, have forgot to make 
in this caſe a very neceſſary, and (one ſhou'd 
ſuppoſe,) a very obvious diſtinction between 
a rational liberty and an unbounded licentiouſ- 
neſs: Or, perhaps, without even conſidering 
the true and genuine import of the expreſſion, 
they have affix'd- bad ideas to. it, meerly be- 
cauſe the patrons and friends of ſcepticiſm 
and infidelity have generally aſſum'd the cha- 
radter of free-thinkers : which is certainly to 
be led away by ſounds, and to attend not to 

things, but words. For thoſe good gentlemen 

have unfortunately laid claim to what by no 


means belongs to them. They may very juſtly 


be ſtil'd licentious- thinkers, half«thinkers, or per- 
3 haps, with ftill greater propriety, no-thinkers : 
1 But as to the title of FRE E-thinkers, * the 
= | 50 lives 


1 What n. once gad, when he was 
Ky en with ſome ſweet unguent, Curſe on thoſe 


e ſcandalous, may be applied to Him (Collins) and 


"© his tribe, for bringing a ſcandal on ſo good a word 


ee as Free- thinking, that does not belong to them. 

They Free, by way of diſtinction? that have the 
= < moſt (laviſh of ſyſtems, mere matter, eternal ſequel 
= < of cauſes; chain'd F ataliſts, fetter d Spinofiſts. They 
= < Thinkers, by way of eminence? who have proper 
title to no thought, but that of the Fool, when he 
aid in his heart, there was no God. For this 1 is the 
2 < firſt and laſt of all their glorious ſearches.” Bentley's 

Remarks on F re- thinking XXXIX. See too III. iv. 


32 


* effeminate wretches, that have made ſo pretty a thing 


On the Alfardity and Tnjujtice. 
: ata ings of the ſect moſt b ly 
ſhew, that of all men in the world, they * 
no pretenſions to it. f With full as good a 
grace might they arrogate to themſelves the 
= W of e 1 ay! WE moſt 
24 "=! poſitively «Min, has no man in his ſenſes, i 
es educated in our holy reli on, ever did, or.cou'd 
0 fal from it to atheiſm, alf by conſidering. his own 
actions and defigns, he defpair'd of the promiſes of 
* chriſtianity, and look d upon it with fear and terror.” 
eln that caſe indeed, and in that alone, out of un- 
eaſigeſs of mind they wiſh all religion was falſe; 
and that is the original of modern Free. thinking. 
That this is the very caſe of our author, and 
« thoſe of his club, is pretty notorious. Inquire cloſely | 
___*jnto their lives, and there you will find t ic Woe rea- 
« N why” they clamour. againſt religion,” — Ibid. 
VV. Compare Clarke's Evidences of Nat, and Rev. 
3 Relig 9. &c. Edit. 9. 5 
I p. 449 cauſe of infidelity i is uniformly the fame in 
=_ all ages, and in all countries, wherever the goſpel is 
8 faily laid before men. This is the condemnation, 
bat i is come into the world; and men love dark- 
» neſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil,” 
Benſon's Life of Chriſt: p. 294. 9 
With regard to the writings of che Hadfjous ſect, = 
= the true ſcape and deſign of moſt of them is evidently, * 
do decry and vilify not only Chriſtianity, but all religion 
in general, Natural, as well as reveal d: To ſet aſide 
fi the moral attributes of the Deity ; to explode the notion 1 
of a Providence; to invalidate the obligations of Vir- 
i tie; to diſcredit the belief of a Future State of rewards WF * 
and puniſhments, and thus to ſink and degrade the 
human ſpecies to a level with the beaſts that pats. 
5 The hgioe e and N * au os 4 
| A * 
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. ub wir end Perſecution e. ag 


. amply and 1 TR the * 

obſervation, that | 
A little learn a thing? 9 
17. Without making a longer digreſſion 
then, a 3 W 


in 


5 avs Inzulcars ad! recommend, are as Bentley ri ghtly 
ſaw, and as he has well exprefs'd them, That the 
« Scripture is a forgery. ;, Chriſtianity an impoſture 
= <the Worſhip'of God ſuperſtition; Hell a fable, and 
Heaven a dream; her our Life is without provi- 
„ dence, and our Death without hope, like that of 


NIE 


Abu det 


'> «aſs and dogs: (Remarks &c. IV. p. 20.) Now 


writers of this complexion, are not, as they are uſually 
7 Mild, Det: (for a deiſt properly fo calld, acknow- 
1 edges not only the being and n but the 
providential care and government of God; the obli- 
gatory duties of morality, and a future ſtate of retri- 
2 bution ;) they are partial Aibeiſts: But tis impoſſible 7 
for a. partial W. Atheiſt ever to be a Free-Thinker : For 
= ſays the great man juſt quoted, © A perſon may eafily _ 
rob, plunder, perjure, debauch, or drink himſelf 
into atheiſm : but it's impoſſible he can think him- 
. ſelf into it: ler him think thoroughly; come duly 
"= < prepar'd, and proceed patiently and impartially ; 
e and I dare be anſwerable for him, without an office 
V of inſurance.“ Remarks &c. XXXIX. p- 148. 0 
5 8 Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſm: lin. 21 f. Fo 5 
| Phe de deiſtical (T ſhould rather ſay, as we have en 10 
| resten ) writers are as remarkable for the want of 
= Uterature and knowledge, as of morality and virtue. 
# To inſtance in the great champion Collins juſt now 
ae What a poor creature in learning has 
T 12 ſnewn him to have been: In truth, he Te 
2 e at all of the | matter: He was, as the 22 calls 
B 4 | 9 ⁊ In, 


ns "On the — and Ei, 


in theſe enlighten' d times, and the keg im 
prov d ſtate of ſacred literature, and chriſtian 
theology, that — To examine into the real 
merits of different reli gious opinions with 
candour and impartiality, and to embrace 
_ that which carries with it the greateſt confor- 
mity to truth, is the natural right of every x 
man, as he is a reaſonable creature; and tage 
great end, for which his reaſon was given = 
bim. . in the very notion of 1 it, im- 
e „ 
155 Hank an 2 terate ſcribler,” ” an e pt” nking ſhallow = 
. fellow, „ who ,« epa. betray d a profound 
< ignorance in all ſcience, in all antiquity, and in the | 
4 very languages it is convey'd in:” — who © cowd | 
e ſcarce ſtep: three lines in the eaſieſt claſſic author | 
e produc'd by himſelf, without a notorious blunder ; ? 
__ — who «did not underſtand the meer grammatical 8 
& ſenſe, much leſs the application and import of aa 
old paſſage. he cited,” Remarks &c. P- $17. 174+ N 
10 28. 46.47. Edit. 8. ; 
If I may make an enden en paſſant, I look 
upon theſe Remarks upon Free- thinking to be one of 
the moſt capital and maſterly performances, that have 
ever appear d in Engliſh: and I am at a loſs which 
to admire moſt, the ſtupidity, ignorance, and blun- 
ders of Collins, or the wit, erudition, and accuracy of 
Bentley. 
Our modern Anden, in finding fault with 
et the bible, often betray a want of taſte, and of ac- 
4 quaintance with antiquity, as well as a want of re- 
C «Ton and candour of mind. And, if they cou'd 
but deſtroy the bible, they are ſuch Goths and Van- 
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Religious Bigutry and Perſecution; &c. 25 
plies the exertion of the intellectual facul- 
ties, and freedom of choice: that a perſon is 


—_ 
, - » 


48S 
N 


® | fully perſuaded i in his dun mind, as to the faith, 
Which he profeſſes, and the manner, in which. 
he worſhips the ſupreme Being: 
opinions are the reſult of mature thought, 
and a diligent enquiry, and founded upon the 
deliberate conviction of his underſtanding and 
conſcience: that, SO to the Apoſtle's 8. 


that his 


in- | 


« all he monuments o antient learning, and reduce. 
« us to a ſtate of ignorance and barbariſm, as bad as 
Laplanders, or Hottentotc. 
I greatly promotes the knowledge of antient learning. 
And antiquity bears teſtimony to the bible, as well 


ag helps to explane and illuſtrate 1 it. 2 Vein 8 Life 
of Chriſt: 


The ſtudy of the bible 


p. 241. 
L. have ſtudied the books of Crliptare, and more 


9 eſpecially the new-Teſtament, for above thirty 
« years. From thence I have taken my notions of 
e chriſtianity, and of the evidences of it. I have read 


i the objections of the infidels.. And have found, that 


their acquaintance with the ſcriptures is but ver 
_ {ſuperficial : that they have no ſteddy principles of 
e their own: and that their deſign is ro 
_ * chriſtianity, without giving the world any 
„ ſcheme of religion, or morals, inſtead: of it!: Idem. 
Preface to the 3d Vol. of the Hiſtory of the firſt 
Planting of the chriſt. relig. p. 7. Compare Dr. Law's. 
moſt excellent Note () in Reflections upon the Life 


pull down 
other 


and Character of Chriſt : p. 301. — 306. Edit. 5. 
(where, amongſt other things, there is ſome account, 


y of the celebrated Mr. Chubb; and ſome proofs of his, 


ignorance and unfairneſs :) and Fortin's 8 ne on 
r * 
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n he 5 all things, and told fu 
that which is good. * 3971 ba: 
18. And here I cannot eee 


that as thoſe, who are ſo forward rde 


to deny this privilege to others, are yet at 
the ſame time very abſolute and peremptory 
in claiming it themſelves, and wou'd deem- it 
highly unfair and unreaſonable, were any to 
diſpute the juſtneſs of the claim, — 
naturally led to enquire, upon what ee 
they challenge a right of thinking and judging 


for themſelves, excluſive of the reſt of man- 


kind: A Query, to which, 1 apprehend, it 
wou'd be . to SC. a 8 
2 

Nor d 0 1 "uy 


V perſons of this com- : 


; * who have ſuch an extravagant vene- 
ration for their own judgments, as to ſet them 


up! for a kind of ftandard and: teſt of: truth, 
5 ns 777 . can 


4 3 


* 1. Thef. - 5. U r 
C7 Every chriſtian may, ik r w e into 


the chriſtian faith, and interpret the ſcriptures, as 
d well as he can, for himſelf: and may receive that 
«© help and aſſiſtance he can, from others: But their 
_« interpretations of one, or more texts, deſerve no 
„regard, any: farther than they carry N > 85 
« with Win? Benſon s Life of Chriſt: 
100 p. 335. 336. and Foſter's Diſcourſes 


p. 169. 271. 5 iam 4 chgenda . 
5. 9. in ww. 


See 
vol II. 
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error, may be deſervedly conſider d, as offers - 
ung the higheſt inſult to the capacities and 
underſtandings of the reſt of mankind; as 
proudly arrogating to himſelf a larger ſhare 


had. a . about the N where God 


; | of Rel xious ow Bigotry and Perſecution; &c. 27 
can keep clear of the charge of exceſſive vanity 
and felf-fafficiency : He who looks upon all, 
xcep k thoſs; whoſe tenets mr pA coincide 


of eon and bewilder di in as mazes of 


of ſenſe and diſcernment, than what falls to | 


the lot of mortals; and as preſumptuouſſy i 
and abſurdly ſetting himſelf up for an in- 
_ fallible arbitrator of religious controverſies, 


and a perſon, from a e chere les 


no appeal. 


20. And . much may ſaffice to Hier the 


| abſurd and oppreſſive nature of an intempe- 


rate party-zeal 1 in religious matters. Er 9 80 . 
we next to the conſideration” 


V. Of it's utter contrariety and repugnancy 


to the temper and proceedings of the firſt 


preachers of the goſpel, Chriſt and his A- 


poſtles; and more eſpecially, when it breaks Ts 
forth into the mad e and violence of per- 
= ſecution. 


The Jews a and ben as is 6 well 1 8 


— 
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28 0 the Abfurdity and Irjuftice 
was to * worſhip d. &. The former contended | 
for the temple at Jeruſalem; the latter, on the 
n contrary, maintain'd,that their's upon mount, 
 Gerizim was the place, where the Deity choſe 
to have adoration paid him; + and therefore 

wou d not receive our Saviour, in his way to YT 
Jeruſalem, as by going thither upon-a religi- : 
ous account, he decided the controverſy in 


Antiq. Vol. I. 


- favour of the Jews. Enrag' d at this indignity 
put upon their maſter by the Samaritans, his 


e e and Jun . ſeem at that 


* 5 7 * N | L * 
" ; | ö % 


jt With reg a to Y al of the Sm 
Aud the cauſes of that violent hatred and averſion, 
which ſubſiſted between them and the Jews, the reader 
may conſult Le Clerc's Prolegom. to his Eccleſiaſt. 
Hiſt. Sect. 1. Cap. 7. Eccleſ. Hiſt. p. 226. Dupin's 
Compend. Hiſt. of Church: Vol. I. 5055 179. . 209. 210. 
ol. P- 30. Tr . 
5 9075 161.162.174. 191. 193. 194. — 412. —415- 


Edit 2d. Prideaux's Connection: 


ol. I 5. 334335. An Edit, 6th. Lewis's Heb. 


894.—896.1070. 


Law's Conſiderations &c. p. 318. 
382. 383. 


See Prideaus's Connect. Vol. 4 p. 42 1.422 Vol, 


n. p. 267. Leuis's Heb. Antiq. Vol. Wh Ps 54. Ben- 


e Life of Chriſt: p. 384. 


0. 31. Vol. III. 54 80.1. 5 
Lardner's Credibility &c. Vol. I. p. 266. — 251. Hal- 
kit's Notes and Diſcourſes : Val. 150 p. 30. 33 
Stackhouſe s Hiſt. of Bib. Vol. II. p. 
1071. 1243. 1244. in Not. 1358. and Ws Benſon's 
Hiſtory of the firſt Planting of the Chriſtian Religion: 
Vol. I. p. 150. — 158. Kutherforth's firſt Letter to 
KLennicott: p. 3.4 
319. Edit. 5. Benjon's Liſe of Sheik Br 121.122. 
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time to have been entire ſtrangers to the 
F genius and ſpirit of the religion, he was going 
to eſtabliſh in the world ;) were for calling 
| down fire from heaven to conſume them. But 


be.” oh 
* Jhz was one of the two, that was for calling 
4 down fire from heaven upon the Samaritans, who 
* wou'd not entertain Chriſt, Such a length did his 
„ zeal then carry him; but that was a zeal without 
„ Knowledge. But after the Hpirit was pour'd out 
= < upon him, his mind was enlarg'd, his zeal guided 
„ by knowledge and charity. And then he makes no 
„ ſcruple of going to the Samaritans; imparting unto 
e them the gift of ibe holy ſpirit, and acknowledging 
ce them for chriſtian brethren, whom his jewiſh zeal 
e wow'd” have burnt up and deſtray'd.” Benſon's 
= Hiſtory of the firſt Planting &c. Vol. I. p. 163. Note. 
See too pag. 165. and Lite of Chriſt : p. 259. 624. 
62g. In which latter place, among other juſt obſer- 
= vations, the worthy author makes this: The new 
„ Teſtament every where condemns a ſpirit of perſe- 
„ cution: and no part of the Bible ſupports, or en- 
courages it.“ — This is ſo true, that St. Paul ſtiles 
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zhimſelf the chief of ſinners, becauſe he had been a per- 


ſecutor; as is well, and fully ſhewn by Hallett, Notes 


III. p. 150. and the ingenious Mr. Alexander's Notes 
upon 1. Cor. 650 N n 
VA s to the fa 


mous text, Luke 14. V. 23. urg'd by 


the Romaniſts and others in ſupport of religious per- 


2 $546 
1 1% 


ſecution, tis well known, they have perverted and 
wireſted it to an incongruous and abſurd ſenſe; and 
that they have offer'd great violence to this paſſage of 
| {cripture, to make it countenance and juſtify the offer- 


ing of violence to the natural and religious rights of 


x7 mankind. The word avayxaco means nothing more 
EC Oar: 


: - wm ga ue rey N — 23222 — — — <0 
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„ On th Ad and mel 
> the holy and benevolent Jeſus eheck'd r 


| them, that to uſe harſhneſs and ſeverity towards 
|  - erroneous perſons was a proceeding entire 
a ran to the dam _— of n 


I chan tiny, or pivot upon; — perſuade, ar . 1 
upon thein to come in; as is 9 
not only from the nature of 1 
numerous Collection of texts in Dr. Clarke's adtmirable 1 
Sermon quoted above, drawn both from the old and 
new Teſtament, in Which this ſame, or ſome ſimilar ex- 


verſions, and Grotius's, Whithy's, and Wolzogenins's 7 


_  - N where cogo is manifeſtly uſed ĩ in che lame ſenſe, 7 
1 as aeg here in St. Lukes _ "= 


* Paſt. IV. 527. 528. OS 
.  Perpello, as is well known, tas; the ſ ame Aeneon: : = 
Ad hoc, collegam ſuum Antonium pactione provinciæ perpu- 1 1 
lerat, ne contra rempublicam ſentiret : Salluſt. B. C. 2 27. + 


 Feſtudine objefta milites, qui, ut inde N perpellerc 1 
nueeguiverami, tuebuntur. Curt. V. 3. - 


ing paſſage of the laſt mention 1 
cum et claſſem procul haberet, et longam obſidionem ma gn0 


l * ad TR 60 n mii IV. 2.15, 


and intemperate zeal, by aas 


” 
5 
* 
n 
* - x4 8 
. 
1 
ARS 


in to a demonſtration, 7 
e thing; but alfo from a 


preſſion occurs. See too Ls Clerc's excellent Animad. 


Annotations ad loc. 1 
Le Clerc and Metſtein have prod ved a paſſage from 


Mam cum rogat, 4 prece cogit, N 
| Salicet ut tibi ſe laudare, et iradere S 1 
- - Se REES . 
To which I can add angther from Ovid: . 
0 Dea, Duc, inquit; ſciſti, qua cogere poſſes: > 
Seque levat > ms Jupjequitargae JON hats 


Edit. Waſſe. Jam inter bæc eminus petebatur; quum © 


Compollo too has the ſame acce ration in the follow- F 
author : Alexander, 


fibi ad cetera impedimento videret fore, caduceatores, gui F 


L which 3 is pure and peac 
Ie entreated, full of mercy and good works F and 


„ 


ful and diabolical, as well as abſurd and un- 
X77 reaſonable, is, that the Samaritans were in- 
diſputably miſtaken, and he infallibly knew 


that it was repugnant to the end, for which 
he came into the world, which was to fave 
ment lives, and not to deflroy them, A rebuke 
; & this, which one wou'd think thoſe had neither 


Religious — Perfctin &c. 31 
„ gent le and eaſy to 


HH 


d 


ever read, or heard of, who, to convert others 


, = of different opinions to their own faith, have 

= recourſe to force and compulſion, inſtead of 
BY . reaſon and argument, and to torturing the 
AI dody, inſtead of ban 8 conviction to the 
mind. 


"21. "OP? has * this [0 RET R 4 aur 


= bleſſed Saviour the more amiable and god- 
ke, and conſequently, an oppoſite conduct —=_ 


—_ 


in his diſciples and followers the more hate- 


ue to King ſo. Whereas we mortals are, ne. 


wee +0 
"2 5 3+ FEY 
. 
1 
2 3 At 1 ; 
"428 > 
* * . 
1 hort-ſighted fallible creatures; an 
__ 


the moſt enlighten 'd among the ons of Adam. 


are in many caſes ſo far from certainly know- 


ing themſelves to be in che right, and others 
6/8 - 


K — * There are no characters in thi World more 
« oppoſite to each other, than thoſe of a n 5 
and a Perſecutor,” Bourn 8 Diſcourſes; Vol. *. 

P. 435: 
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in the wrong, that we frequently ſee men of the 
acuteſt diſcernment and moſt improv'd under- 
_ ſtandings, contending for opinions confeſſedly 
extravagant and chimerical, and fighting a- 
 gainſtprinciples as undoubtedly plain and ir- 
A refragable, founded upon the nature and con- 
| fiitution of things, and n on 2 im- 
WO moveable baſis of truth. 5 4 
. 2232. What a high degree of  Jenity a ten- 
5 dernen did the Apoſtles likewiſe, (after the 
effuſion of the holy Spirit,) in imitation of 
their divine Maſter, ſhew in all caſes, where 
. religion was concern'd, to the miſtaken no- 
tions, inveterate prejudices, and ſcrupulous 
weakneſſes of mankind; and more eſpecially N 
of the firſt converts to e T in- 
ſtance in St. Paul: "EK 


This Apoſtle 1 had a par BONE" Ng ac- 


count given him of the ſtate of the Chriſtian 
: church at Rome, and amoneſt. other. things, 
been inform'd, that there was no good agree- 
ment between the Jewiſh and Gentile con- 
verts, In order, if poſſible, to compoſe their 


differences, and put an end to their diſputes, 


_ and the animoſities and diviſions conſequent = 
upon tems thought it neceſſary and Proper, to 
„ 


. id Vide, ſi ita libeat, Cleric Crit, ri . 281.2 282, 
1 It. 5. | 


— 


9 * Religious Bigetry nd P. FN 6. "i TY 
4 | lay down-ſome directions and exhortations in | 
the Epiſtle, he intended ſhortly to ſend them. 
XZ What occaſion'd theſe diſputes was, that the 
X Jewiſh chriſtians ſtill retaining a veneration 


for the law of Moſes, abſtain'd from certain 
= meats, and were obſervant of certain days; 


while the Gentiles from a thorough perſua- 
ſion, that the Chriſtian religion laid them 
under no ſuch obligations, paid no regard to 


2X demn'd the Gentile, as a latitudinarian, little 
better than a meer heathen, and one, who 


7 Gentile, on the other hand, cenſur'd and 
deſpis d the Jew, as a perſon of narrow, ſuper· 
ſtitious principles, enſlav'd by fooliſh preju- 


dices, and under the influence of cn . 


and groundleſs ſcruples. g. 
23. Now St. Paul moſt earneſtly aha 
YM both parties to moderation; to a favourable 
opinion, and kind treatment of each other; 


7 ſentiments to break in upon and diſturb their 
7 "OM «aig and fellowſhip; *. 


| 5, TI * p.357. e See 8 


either. The conſequence was, The Jew con- 


was likely to relapſe into idolatry again. The 


and by no means to ſuffer a difference of 


3 See the " 6] IR of the I ath C hap of 3 Rom, in 


5 ; ne- efteemeth every day alike. Let every 


| 34 * Onthe Alſurdity and Tynfice” * 

Vm that is weak in the faith receive {you ; 8 
oy but not. to doubtful diſputations :4+ - V 
III aqeſire you Gentile converts woud i 
- * chearfully receive the weak and ſcrupulous 
| * Jewiſn chriſtian into church-communion 
e and fellowſhip; and do not teaze and vex 
e him with uncharitable cenſures, or per- 
2" plexing and ps ted PI about 
Se his opinions. F 
Puy one believeth that be 1 may eat all . : 
5 anther, who is weak, eateth herbs: * - Under | 
e this diverſity of ſentiment, be candid, mono 3 s 
? ente. and peaceable: þ | 
T.et not bim that eatetb, deſpiſe Am that 15 1 
mut; and let not him, which eateth not, fudge 1 

bin that eateth ; for God hath receiv d bim. 
One man efteemeth one day above another : : 


man be fully perſuaded in his own' mind: [| — 
er every man form the beſt judgment 
* he is able, as to theſe controverted points, 1 
e and act accordingly: Becauſe both parties 
* may think and act differently, yet with 
the ſame ſincere intentions, and religious 
. 1 7. „„ 
47 ry, 14: 7. 3." "ga See Torben of Rs,” in loc. 


» Rom. 14.9.2. J Taylor ibid. Rom. 14. 3 5: 
T2 See buen Diſcourſes: ol. II. P- 424. | 2 
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7 Regi, bib dnt i Perſecution; Ke. 3 5 
: He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto 
9 5 2 Lord; and be that regardeth not the day, to 
F © the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, 


= | bY = Gad thanks. 


gs : edi) another, & 
1 1 es of the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſe Foes, 
4p 


3 recei ved us, to the glory of God: * Notwith- 
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i Let 15 therefore follow after the things, 23 | 
I nate for peace, and thi "gs Werra one my : 


We that are firong, ought fo hear the OY 7 
N berefore receive ye one another, as Chriſt alſo | 


1 * ſtandin g theſe 1 differences, 225 


24. And t to inſert the remark of an honelf 


"MD," 
en. x. 6. Thy mid 15. „ 1.7 rel. 8 


ae in ie Lord, for be giveth God thanks; and 
be that eateth not, to the Lord he a 1 and ; 


# : 


4 have 1 een upon a e 122 

1 that they themſelves were in the right, and 
thoſe, whom they perſec uted, in the wrong. i by 
4 ; Now, beſides the futility of this plea in ta. 
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d are STRONG, or, who really have truth 


« * rors of the weal and ſcrupulous:” . 


36 o the. Abd 2 nin, _— 
55 4 as we ice, - directly contrary to toy 4. 9 
n s doctrine, which is, that They, wos. 


cc on their fide,” ought yet to bear with. . er- 


25. Such was St. Pauls treatment of  er- 
roneous, but well- meaning profeſſors of 
1 Such was His method of ſet- 
ling religious differences, and reconciling and E | 
terminating diſputes. and controverſies. Hap- 3 | 
py wou d it have been for the Chriſtian 3 | 
Church, and indeed for the world in general, 
had all ſucceeding 85 ages copied after the 8 
_ amiable example he left them, and been wiſe 8 
and diſintereſted enough to Halen BY 8 eps. 11 

But I paſs on in the, = 

VI. and Laſt place, to the . ad 1 
Total conſequences, which are naturally at- 
vendant upon all violent and compulſive mea- 
ſures, where religion is concern d. 4 

26. We have already ſeen, that V 7 pre- ; 
"cluding and taking away all deliberate con- 
Vviction, and freedom of choice, they at the 
ame time deſtroy the very nature and eſſence 
of all true piety; and ſubſtitute in its room 
the vain and empty formality of a · meer out- 
Kae n : We have f ſeen too, that per- 


ſecution hy 
* Boar Diſcourts: vol I. p 436 "£0 | 
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ccution obliges men to profeſs alike, whilſt 
Ney believe differently; i.e. to be eee 


F © guilty of the moſt Tale, : difin SIO and 


2 deteſtable hypocriſy.* | Fe, 5 
= 27. To theſe e I now Fubjoi oin, 
that perſecution is ſo far from effecting an 
© uniformity, that it muſt from the nature of 


things eſtabliſh and confirm an endleſs diver- 
1 ſity of opinion: And what is the moſt ſhock- 
ing and dreadful conſequence of all, by com- 


pelling men to be of one particular religion 
T7 outwardly, it frequently occaſions them to be , 
IX inwardly of no religion at all. | ; 
28. The propagation of any perdeular 
1 ſyſtem by force and violence, tends likewiſe 


to bring diſhonour upon Chriſtianity in ge- 
neral; to ſet it upon a level with every the 


loweſt ſpecies of religious impoſture; and thus 
to degrade it's ſublime and god-like doftrines 
to an equality with the romantic reveries, and 
$ wild extravagancies of Mahomet's Alcoran,® * 
F and the idle tales and ridiculous nee 5 


t See 4 eck. 12. 13. | e 
1 Vide Grotium de Veal Ke. „ lib. 2. $. 18. p. 38. oy 1 
{| $.5. p. 283. $7. P. 285. 286. 6. 11. p. 293. 
Edit. Clerici, and Bourn's Diſcourſes: Vol. II. 10 M3 7 
439. »Generoſiores animi, intelligenteſque, pro: 


bare nequeunt vim, quæ Mendacii, non Ven URLS 
17 *  Clericus de eligenda dee. $ 1 13. ef 
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5 therefore, whenever purſued, cannot but 


* o⸗ tle i Aer ond Men, 
ok Popiſh Legends. Such oppreſſive "PER | 


- kindle the ſtrongeſt reſentment, as Well as 
raiſe the deepeſt concern in every rational and 


ji i” impartial believer, as being duly ſenſible, that 


the religion of Jeſus was deſign d by it's divine 
Author to be an appeal to the reaſon and un- 


derſtanding of mankind; that it was from 


it's own genuine excellency and perfection to 
recommend itſelf to the approbation of every 
candid and unprejudic d ſearcher after truth; 

and that accordingly it has ſtood, and will 


—_ ſtand the teſt of the we TR and N | 


| e. 
But es 


29. As the moſt likely, nd 2 4754 che — 1 


. aaa of reclaiming and convincing the er. 
WH - roneous, is a mild, gentle, and condeſcending 


behaviour, in conjunction with clear nervous 


ww reaſoning, and ſolid cogent argumentation, 
and as one might rationally hope, by theſe 


1 means, to make ſome impreſſion upon them, 


i 8 | and by degrees to bring them to the acknow- 
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 ledgment of the truth, 7 So ſevere, violent, 
N and 1 + 53 9.8 treatment will may offend 
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of Religion 85 Porffcation; Gr. 35 5 
ind reſentment: will inflame and harden their 


1 x Finds, and fix and confirm them in their . 
Nudices: will render them deaf and inatten- 


tive to the voice of reaſon, and, in the end. 
1 dbſtinate and incorrigible.* . 99 
30. Theſe are obſervations, the truth ad FY 
j Juſtneſs of which do not reſt upon mere ſpecu- 
ative and theoretic reaſoning only, but are 
ikewiſe confirm'd and eſtabliſh'd by facts, 5 
und the conſtant and uniform experience of 
| | ankind. Thoſe, who are vers'd in Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory, well know, that bigotry and 
Perſecution have all along been ſo far from 
healing, that they have encreas'd the diviſions; 
and widen'd the breaches of the Chriſtian 2 
I Fhurch: Nay, the exceſſive zeal and rancour 
pf controverſial writers have been productive 
Moo, tho not in the ſame degree, of very hurt- 
ful and pernicious conſequences. They have 
Frequently occaſion'd ſefts and parties to be 
Worm'd amongſt chriſtians; have embittered 
them againſt, and made them hateful to each 
other; have infus'd into them a ſpirit of dif- 
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and thus been the fruitful ſources of faction 


ind ſchiſm, of enmity and W of diſſenſion 
ns. oppoſition. 


3 31. Nor | 
» See Tate. 8 Diſcourſes Kc. vol. II. p. 301. 
1 2 T 


putatious wrangling and angry contentions _ 


ö 


hh „% * OPT is Mhfirdi = te: 


31. Nor has the miſchief ſtop d here: 5 


Th” bai, violent perſecutions, and the hot 
furious controverſies, which have been fo 
often, and with ſuch eagerneſs and zeal, car- 


1 ; ried on by thoſe, who have profeſs d them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, have occaſion'd many to re- 
nounce the faith, and to commence ſceptics 


and unbelievers. * And tho it is undoubted- 
Iy utterly diſingenuous and 


1 . air, to argue 


- againſt the intrinſic excellency, and beneficial | 


_ tendency of any doctrine or inſtitution, from 


meer accidental abuſes, and the miſtaken 


| 1. | | LE cnt PRO of DN: who pro- 


1 They Bor 5 help'd (to 915 0 50 


MY « of the learned Dr. Jortin, ) to propagate Atheiſm or 


Deiſm, and have made many. a man ſay to him- 
010 i this be Chriſtianity, let my ſoul be with tht 
6.50 Philoſophers.” Remarks on Keele! Fiſt, Vol.1. 


1 5 . 


In Theologia - — tantis aſfectibus res agitur, 


ee ut vix umquam, ſine periculo, libera de Dogmati- 
bus judicia proferre licuerit. In partes dudum itum 
* eſt, et quæ vis factio terrore et minis ſua placita 
e muniit. Hinc factum, ut non ſpernenda i ingenia a 


55 Religione ipſa Chriſtiana, que, {1 ſibi permitteretur, 


\  * ſuapte luce animos hominum ſuo Auctori facile 
F conciliarer, aliena fiant, quamquam præ metu fin- 


e gunt ſe ei addictiſſimos eſſe; nec ejus quidquam 
& Obſervent, præter id, quod in factione, in qua vi- 
6 kg * conduit.” Cleric Logic b. 3 C. 13. 


* 


A „* Religions 8 Perſecution; & be. 41 
, E #7 © it, + yet it muſt be acknowledg'd, that too 


much reaſon has by theſe means been given 


d . the adverſaries of our holy religion to blaſ- 
I» | pheme 3 nay, that the Chriſtian cauſe has I Go | | 


= ceivd much deeper, and more dangerous 
S wounds, than ever it did from the keeneſt 


1 wit, and acuteſt arguments of it's moſt in- 


genious and ſubtle oppoſers. The celebrated 
writer, whom I have had occaſion frequently 
to refer to in this Diſſertation, very juſtly ob- 
_ ſerves, that © In the church of Chriſt, the ef- 
e fects of diſſenſion and oppoſition, of raſh ex- 
communications and cauſeleſs ſchiſms, have 


been extremely deplorable: To the oppreſ- | 


& ſion of truth and right; the making chriſ- 

tian aſſemblies ſeminaries of bitterneſs and 
, enmity; proſtituting the adorable character 
of the bleſſed Saviour of mankind, to the 


|" Prophane ſcoffs of atheiſts and libertinesz _ 


= and, in a | word, almoſt to the utter ex- 
155 tinction 


4 * N Nec hiſce objicerel beet, Chriftianos at id ex- 5 
« emplar mores ſuos non exigere; cum culpa hæc 
eorum fit, non Legum; quas pravis eorum moribus 
6 quidquam gratificari et concedere nemo dicere queat, 


qui eas propius inſpexerit, ſanorumque verborum for- 


nam mente probe conceperit.” Clerici Prolegom, _ 
Hiſtor. Eccleſ. Sect. III. VF II. 3 85 U 17 975 . | 


* 4 


4% On ? 10 — ey nb, 
1 ansuon of every thing, but the bare name 
2 of Chriſtianity. 2 9 A 
—» 32. From what has Toi nid 7 we 
*p may diſcern, how wiſely in this, as in all other 
H caſes, the pure uncorrupted religion of Chriſt 
is ſuited and adapted to the ftate and conſti- 


; tution of human nature: Inaſmuch as, with- ks 
 ontever mentioning a perfect unity of opinion Fe 
in all points, which, as we have feen, is, __ 
85 morally ſpeaking, impofſi ible, it recommends 1 
and enjoins an unity and harmony of mild 8 
benevolent affections; which are botli poſſible 2 dp 
5 and natural, and would be productive of the 1 
naobleſt and moſt beneficial effects amongſt v 
| rational creatures. ** Religious peace and te 
| © concord among men, ſays the great Dr. J, 


4 Clarke; there can poſlibly be, only by one 
7 Pony of che three an ways: mar 3 

ET Fi Diſcourſes be. Vol. . p. 311. A 

of the deſtructive and pernicious conſequences of per- 


ſecution are mention'd by Le Clerc in Crit. Epiſt. 
p-. 290. — Verum qui diſſentientes male habendos 


4 


.  * cenſet, is et ſibi, et as, et yeritati ſummopere officit : 
5 Ex homine fit fera, nene æternam orninibus, | 
1 « numeriſque calamitatibus ole: Veritatem deni- 
que, ſi iis artibus tuetur, infamat; fi oppugnat, rem 3 


Lo omnium ſanctiſſimam 5 et  veritatis m_ 
3 « tori man inert.“ | ; 


. Rap Abr and eee Ke. 43 N 
2 by the agreement of all in a perfect and in- 
« fallible knowledge of the truth: Or by a 
| # compulſive and hypocritical agreement in 


* underſtand not: Or laſtly, by an agreement 
« of mutual charity and good-will, among 
« all, who live in the fincere enquiry after 
0 truth, and practiſe of righteouſneſs, The 


« Angels: The ſecond is that unity, which is 
e among profane, atheiſtical, irreli gious, or 
very ſuperſtitious men: The third is the 

| © peace and unity, which is among good 
„ chriſtians, . walking in love, and giving no 5 
| © offence, neither to the Fews, nor to the ane, 

* zor to the church of God. 5 | 
33. From what has _ deliver dy we $2908 ; 
twice ſee, upon what ſtrong, and juſt grounds 55 
and reaſons, the Chriſtian inſtitution, in the 
ſevereſt terms, condemns ſtrife and faction, f 
animoſity and contention, as drawing after 


ſequences. We are exhorted to follow after. 
ihe thi Ingo, ws make fer each i * to i: away. 
e evil | 

g Clarke 1 Vol. VII. 550 162 See too Foſter, 1 
ibid, p. 397; 309. and Cleric. in libel. de Ia *. | 
$ * it B 19. 


| « the. maintaining of opinions, which they _ 


« firſt of theſe is the unity which is among A 


them the moſt miſchievous and dreadful con- 4 


Ka 44 Os the 2 ad Hie, 
evil * ng, wrath, anger, clamour, = ce: 
= 5 to be like-minded, i. e. as it is immediately ex- 
plain d, having the ſame love, or reciprocal. 
univerſal Charity ; ; being of one accord, of one 
mind: + to put on bowels. of mercies, kindneſs, 
ani of mind, meekneſs, and long-ſu er- 
„ Fe one * * Jorgi ws one 

25 anorber. 3 5 
„ OT And: cond. + we - fer is WE LV of 
"Chriſt! s myſtical body, diveſted of bigotry and 
prejudice, no longer divided by parties and 
factions, nor ſtain d and ſullied by viciouſneſs 


: - 


of life, 


thus join'd together by an union of 


friendly diſpoſitions and kind affections, and 
vieing with each other in the promotion of 


Kr mutual benevolence and good-will, this wou'd 


give us the ſtrongeſt idea, we can at preſent. 


| have, of the- happineſs of the future world, 
and of thoſe ſublime ſocial pleaſures, which 


the righteous will enjoy, when they come to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Feruſa- 


em, and to an innumerable company of angels, to 


* God, the Judge of all, to Feſus, the mediator of | 
the new covenant, and to the bi rits of Jus men * 


made perfect: 


5 3 Ela 6. s. 31. + Phi. 2. . 2. 4 Coll 3. 
5 12.13. Sce Foſter, ibid. p. 313. and likewiſ e p. . 


U Heb. 12. * 24. 


bk” Religins Wow 5 Perſecution; ; Ke. 4 5 
5 . Difſertationi noſtræ ſinem imponimus: 
Quam per omnia non probaverint Theologi, x: 
non mirabimur : Nec ipfi, qui noſtris potius quam 
alienis oculis credimus » ſolemus omnia illorum pro- 


bare. Clericus in Art. Crit. P. 3. S. 3. T Wo 
9.9 mutatis mutandis. - 
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| DISSERTATION II. 


0 N 


| The Principal Qualifications Me On 
nons, neceſſary for the right and 


accurate W of the New 
| Teſtament, | 


EIOYAAEON. SEATTON ORO A- 
 PAETHEAI T eka, EPTATHN ANEHAI- 
Ex TNTON, OPOTOMOTNTA TON AO- . 
oN THE AAHOEIAL, 2 ta 2.9.1 5. 
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PissxRrariox n. 
£ ON THE 
2 Qual) ifications and [I 2 
3 for the right and accurate 
— of the I: ew Te Pament. 


8 the right and accurate interpreta- 
tion of the writings of the New 
5 ebene is of the utmoſt conſequence and 
Importance to mankind, and as no writings 
In the world were ever ſo groſly miſinter- 
es and erroneouſly explain d, as theſe 
WW very frequently been, — The deſign of 
the following Diſſertation is to lay before the 
Ei Fcandid and impartial reader, the principal 
3 I: ualifications and rules, which ſeem neceſſary 
for the juſt and legitimate explanation of 
them: — which will enable us to diſcern, 
4 generally ſpeaking, the true and genuine 
meaning of this part of divine revelation: and 
7 — which therefore may be of ſome uſe and 
ſervice to thoſe, who wou'd read, or e 1 
D * upon 


7 o On the Qualifications, neceſſary for the | 15 
upon it, with a due regard to the unpreju- 
dic'd dictates of reaſon, and the eſtabliſnd 
canons of criticiſm; and who have no other 
end in view, but the diſcovery, or propagation 
of truth. Without farther Fretace — I ob- * 
"Ye . 
AS I. That a competent Kill ; in the Hebrew, 
as well as the Greek language, is indiſpenſibly * 
5 requiſite for the ri ight and accurate ä 7 
tation of the New Teſtament. . 
The Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, in their pecu- 9 
| Var ſtile and manner of writing,“ chicfly ex- * 
_ preſs themſelves, not in pure, but in the Helle- .- 
niſtic Greek; or ſuch Greek, as we find in the 
Septuagint Verſion; which is nothing elſe but 1 1 
Hebrew idioms, put literally and verbatim 1 into 1 
. "+: | 


Re The * 
* See the Critical Review: Vol. XVIII. p- 463. 


+ « — This Helleniſtic ſtile is nothing more than 
e the ſtile of one, who tranſlates a Hebrew book ver- 
Bally into Greek, or, who thinks in Hebrew, and 
writes in Greek. Suppoſe any perſon at any time, 
„ whoſe native language is Greek, who is a Chriſtian, 
«© who reads few, or no prophane authors, who never 
cc ſtudied his own tongue, who has frequently perus d 
the Septuagint and the New Teſtament, and hass 
« them almolt by heart, who writes upon a religious 
* ſubje&, who is perpetually citing the ſcriptures; , = 
ce this perſon will write in the Helleniſtic manner, 
. more or leſs, and will have Hebrew idioms, even 
7 : Nu HBSS though = 


right dee of the New 7 thine. 51 


3.5 The Apoſtles in the new Teſtament, 
F< ſays an eminent Writer, uſe the language 
. and ſpirit of the Old. They were Jews, well 
Y * verſed in the Jewiſh ſcriptures, accuſtomed 
to their ſtile and ſentiments, and inſpir'd_ 
- I with the ſame ſpirit of truth and wiſdom, 
„ 3 = , 4 


„ though he mould not a one * of the 
language; eſpecially if he has a mind to affect that 
e ſtile, which is very eaſily jmitated.“ Jortin 8 Re- 
marks on Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 249, 
e The chief obſervation, which I Cod make con- 
| L \ e cerning the Greek Tranſlation of the old Teſta- 
E 25 « ment, is, that in the later books, the tranſlator, or 
e tranſlators endeavour'd to give 4 iteral rendering of 
N 1 7 the Hebrew, and to exprels } it in Greek, word by word, 
; y es in the very ſame order, in which the words ſtand 8 
it in the Hebrew. This deſign was ſo cloſely and 
o ( © ſuperſtitiouſly follow'd, that the tranſlator did not 
«8 e regard, whether he writ true Greek, or not, whe- 
5 L 0 te ther he writ ſenſe, or not. This is not to be ſeen 
1 4 cſo much in the firſt ſix or ſeven books of the bible, as 
= 4 p 1 <« in the later. The author. of the Greek Verſion of 
an RH <« the five books of Moſes, has allow'd himſelf a little 
az \ e liberty. -In the general indeed, the Greek there is 
a literal tranſlation of the Hebrew, as will appear 
* * Upon a compariſon. The tranſlator introduc'd be 
idioms of the Hebrew languaye into his Greek, where 
9 « they make an odd figure. This will appear from 
d 3 5 © comparing (for inſtance) the Hebrew and Greek 
az © < of Exod. 35. V. 1. That the reader may ſee in the 
as aeaſieſt manner, how exa#ly the Greek follows the 
Hebrew, I ſhall ſet down the Greek words under 
x © the Hebrew: And ſince I muſt invert the order of 
bone of the languages, 1 will invert that of the 
. D Wh” e Hebrew 


. — — — . 


52 On he Qual ifications area for tha 


« which | pake in the antient prophets. 
0 Therefore we muſt explain the phraſeology of 
the apoſiles by that of Moſes and the prophets. 
And the Greek of the Septuagint Verſion, 
N. which was 9 read by thoſe Jews, 

| „ ho 


00 Hebrew, PP begin the ſentence « at the left hand 
with the Greek: * 


tm wv de hy. Db 


« © ounce Mwvong T&Tav TY cura] — 


„wr“ Wen Werbe nM BROM WR 


A.M Logan, x bre rect br, Ovros 08 yy * 


„ r d bed pd: „ 
„ ere Nvoivs TOINoa UTE. | = 
Here the reader may obſerve, that as the Hebrew © 1 
* adds DNR after WN, ſo the Greek adds arg af 

& ter 86, without any reaſon but this, that the tranſla- 7? 
tor was reſolv d to make the verſion ade literal, 

« as it was poſſible. —— Upon comparing the t Wo 
together it is very obvious, that the Greek is con- 
| & form'd to the Hebrew in the order of the words, 

e in moſt places, and that originally the whole of the 
4 verſion of the later books of the old Teſtament, did 

e thus exactly repreſent the Hebrew, both as to the num- 

« ber and order of the words. Nay the tranſlators 

« were ſo very ſuperſtitious in this regard, as that 
hen they did not underſtand the Hebrew, they ſer Xx 
down in the verſion a number of Greek words, that ̃ er 
ſhou'd exatly tally with the Hebrew. Thus Plal. 21. _- 
V. 12. in Hebrew; V. 13. in Greek: n 

* „ EP _ wa 

« Or: dees ure worey v Tois megane. o 
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right Interpretat on ! of * New Te 3 5 3 


F Who lived in foreign countries, and ſpake 
b s the Greek language, will ſerve to ſhew us, 


what words in the Hebrew correſpond to 
| the Greek words, which the apoſtles uſe. 


3 . For the apoſtles uſe the Helleniſtic Greek, 


es into which the old Teſtament is tranſlated, 


1 * and which the Jews in their 6 
1 Þ\ commonly read.” 9 


FINE OY" As 
* chis . the ander did not underſtand 


A » the Hebrew, nor even the Greek, which he him- 
1 * ſelf writ. Let he tranſlated the Hebrew word by 
. word, and exactly kept to the order of the Hebrew 


4 166 words. All the difference between them is, that 


2 the tranſlator took no notice of the word Oy; which 
might have been owing to an oyerſight; or, which 3 
% rather ſuppoſe, the word was not in his copy.“ 
alete Notes and Diſcourſes &c. Vol. I p. 124. 125. 
126. See too p. 116. 117. Glaſſius in Philolog. Sacr. 
Wid. 1. tract. 4. ſect. 2. can. 2. and Le Clerc s Ani- 
madverſ. ook Hammond, Acts 6. V. 1. 


F Taylor's Key to the Apoſtol. Writings ; &c. ſect, 
Y 42 14. + The whole of this moſt race” Key is one 
9 9 Pen and irrefragable proof of what the Dr. 
aſſerts in this particular part of it. 
l have before quoted this paſſage, and likewiſe 
FF oduc'd the authorities of ſome other learned men, 
n confirmation of the point, 1 am here contending 
for: See my Doctrine of Irreſiſtible Grace &c. Intro- 


5 Fock. . 7.8. To which reſtimonies there cited, may 
3 1 be added N thoſe, * follow: _ 


The 
E | 1 See too * "LJ to his Heb. 8 Set. V. 2. 
and Eſſay on Spirit: 65. 93. p. go. Edit. 2. and Alexander's Pre- 
1 u Diſſertat. to his paraphr. on 1 Cor, 15. p. 38. Note. 
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in, and acquainted with the idioms of the He- 
braizing, than of pure Greek, it will follow, 


\. Preface to his Concordance to the Septuagint Verſion, 
writes thus: Neque id ſolum, quod Scriptores ſacri 
Novum Teſtamentum Greco idiomate expreſſerint, 
* ſed quod iidem 7p/is verbis ex bac Graca Verſione | 


* {zpe conſcripſerint. Id quod haud dubie ad ſplen- 
e dorem et laudem vetuſtæ hujus verſionis plurimum 
“ confert. Cedo, quot in Evangeliorum hiſtoria loca 

occurrunt, quot in Apoſtolicis ſcriptis citationes ex 


L a et in utriuſque teſtamenti ſtylo dignoſcendo exerci- 
<< tatis, luculenter eſt demonſtratum. Quo ipſo multi 
eo ſunt allecti et incitati, ut omnes ingenii nervos in- 


ex verbis et loquendi modis Veteris Teſtamenti, eximie 


Notation upon Mark 14. V. 54. makes the following 


_ « ſ{criptores, et Græci interpretes Veteris, gente He- 
A bræi erant, et Græcam Wen didicerant. Hinc 
fit, ut quamvis Grace 


54 On the Qualifications neceſſary for the £ 
4. As the apoſtles then were Jews, both by 
birth and education, and much better vers d 


. II. That 
The learned Trommius towards the beginning of his 


« Veteris Teſtamenti petitis dogmata ſua, et res geſtas 


« Veteri Teſtamento extant, quæ totidem. verbis in 


* Graca Verſione leguntur ? Præterquam quod paſim ; =D. 
« Stylus in Veteri Teſtamento Graco uſurpatus, in Or. 


eco codice Novi Teftamenti retineatur, uti a viris doftis, 


4 


< tenderent ad voces et phraſeologias Novi Teſtamenti, 


% enodandas et illuftrandas.” © 
The learned Hammond in the beginning of his an- 


obſervations : Scriptor hujus libri, ut et alii N. T. 


| cribant, idiomata tamen 
« Hebraice linguæ retinuerint, in formulis loquendi :” 7 
The whole annotation is well worth the peruſal of 
the learned reader. See Hammond's paraphraſe and 
annot. 7 the new Teſtament, ex Tranſlat. Lat. 
Clerici, Vide etiam Milli Prolegom. F. 108. 
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risbt Interpretation of the New Teftament. 55 
II. That any idiom, or manner of expreſ- 
"Fon in the New Teſtament, which may be 
Found in the impure or Helleniſtic Greek, is 
The moſt celebrated Le Clerc in his Animadver- 
ions upon Hammond, Acts 6. y. 1. amongſt other 
— things remarks, At illi videntur hallucinati, qui 
* hinc conflarunt linguam Helleniſticam, quaſi ea 
uterentur Helleniſtz ; cum contra videatur fuiſſe 
lingua eorum, qui Judaice tantum emendate loqui 
e poterant, et Grace loquebantur peſſime; quales ii fuere, 
qui Vetus Teſtamentum verterunt Grace, et qua- 
es erant etiam apoſtoli, aliique, qui in Judza Græce 
loqui didicerant. Verum neque hæc tam fuit lin- 
gua, aut dialectus, quam Grece linguæ corruptio, 
e propter immiſtos Hebraiſmos, ut Cl. Salmaſius, aliique 
multi oſtenderunt.“ See likewiſe his Crit. Epiſt. 
. 269. N W e 


* 


& Mr. Locke ſpeaking of the language of St. Paul's 

E piſtles, ſays, + The terms are Greek, but he idiom, 
or turn of phraſes, may be truly ſaid to be Hebrew, or 
GHriac. The cuſtom and familiarity of which 
* tongues do ſometimes ſo far influence the exprelſ- 
ions in theſe Epiſtles, that one may obſerve the 
force of the Hebrew conjugations, particularly that 
of Hiphil, given to Greek verbs, in a way un- 
e known to the Grecians themſelves.“ Pref. to Pa- 


94 55 


6 en 


- 
I". 


* 


56 8 On the Qualifications neceſſary for the 


to be conſider d as an Hebraiſm, and inter. % 


|, Preted as ſuch, tho it may likewiſe be fre- 


_ quently met with in the pure Claflical Greek. 
cc et ex uſu LAX. Interpretum, facile intelliguntur. Quid , = 


© oat, quid wvevue, apud Græcos ſcriptores denotet, 1 
nemo neſcit: At fi omnes in univerſum ſenſus, 
* mquibus his vocabulis Greci uſt ſunt, recenſeantu, 


s nullus omnino invenietur, qui mentem apoſtoloruům 
* attinget. Cum enim WA carnem proprie ſignificet, 
s eadem tamen vox ab Hebræis nonnunquam pro 
&* homine 405 aliquando pro humana natura, ſzpe 
{dem naturæ imbecillitate, aut etiam vitiqſitatte 

* uſurpetur, et in hac ſenſuum varietate, unica voce 
© oagxos a LXX. reddatur, hinc evenire neceſſe eſt, 
aut quoties apoſtoli eo ſenſu uſurpent, quem Græc i 
© veteres haud agnoverunt, ex Hebræo idiomate, e. 
<< werfione LA. explicetur. —Ita cum MN ſatis propric 
© Tv pe,qualiter a veteribus Græcis uſurpatur, denotet, , 
det præterea etiam apud Hebræos multa alia ſigni- RF 
e ficata contineat, quæ apud Græcos haud compa- 
s rent, cum apoſtoli eo ſenſu uſurpàrunt, quem Gr - 
ci veteres haud agnoverunt, ex Hebreo idiomate, e 
venſione LXX. explicandi ſunt. — Unde ſciemus 
quid fit pnpa Luc, 1. y. 37. — niſi meminerimus 
0 1 ſcriptum Gen. 18. * 1 4. 137 MIMD 852m; quod = 
_« LXX. tranſtulerunt, py «duvornoe ra TW Ow * ] 


pro qu 


enn; cum "AT non tantum verbum, ſed rem ſeu ne- 


e potium denotet? Unde cognoſceremus &c. &c. Pra- 


oO 


fat. Parænet. before Grabe's Septuagint, Þ — 


The latter ſpeaking of yet farther improvement to be 
made in the method of interpreting the ſacred Oracles, 7 
amongſt other ingenious obſervations, delivers the fol- == 
_ lowing : Perhaps we ought to attend ſtill more to 7h: 


. See likewiſe Farmer's Inquiry into the nature and deſign of 


Chriſt's Temptation &c. p. 54, Note: Add p. 12. in Note. 
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5. Tr aus nas v. Fob, 2. V. 4. is a kind of 


3 = which occurs in ſome of the beſt | 
4 1 Greek writers: _ 
9 1 n Anacreon: 


T. yap URN a0; rate; ; 
T. 1R¹,jë2 bv 044404 3 


n Apiftphanes: : Equit. 1019. 


Ti. yay 68 Egexbe. Ka KONOIOIG KO KUO 3 


Tn Demoſthenes : T. yoputo x. C ; 3 In Arrian: 
le quoted by Aulus Gellius, lib. 1. c. 2.) T. 
Emp Xau Toh anbgurre 3 amoMupaba, xa ov ge 
55 . 5 
6. We find it too in Latin authors: In Cicero: 
[ec [ huic cum Fabio”? Cum Vatinii 
< legionibus quid erat Antonio”? In Curtius : 
- nopis t tecum elt! ? nunquam terram 
tuam 


1 4 © « Haw . a Wear che vaſt diſparity between ad 
the Eaſtern way of ſpeaking, and our own; for want 


of which *tis to be fear'd, we oft retain the words 


1 without the ſenſe, nay, with a very different one; and 


by adhering too much to the letter, are apt to 


5 9 40 overſtrain moſt things, and carry them beyond 
x7 common reaſon, and the nature of the ſubject.“ 


e on the Theory dec. p- 26 3. 94 = 


. | Edit. ©; 


8 Vide Watften. comment. ad Mat. 8. 7. 2 
| where are, 9 chase, other inſtances from Greek 


————— 2 
— + ee 


44 — 


$4 
— 
2 Phage 
— 
— — 


—— — 
ene rhyme = 2 

r fore ym 
. 


N —— Þ 
——— 

— — 
— G 


mg regen. — res > ge 


— 


4, Of * 
3 
' 
. 
10 
1 : 
[ ; 
iv 
, 
' j 
+ F ? 
Is : F 
1 N - © 
{3 
133 
b 
my | | 
an 
"38 
3 
+ FY 
mo # 
_—_ 
We 1 
#3} 
. 4 
6 \t 
x © 
Ws 
1 
{+ 
* 
q is 
3 By 
1 
793 1 
_ 
. 
wa ©: 
TH | 
[ it 
1 
me +: | . 
U 
Bi! 
wh | 
17 
43 Tr 
is 
+93 
=_ 7 
© 1 
2% 
„ 
997 
1 Fl 8 
$i} 
' BE 
6; 
Tt 
we +: 
. 
x? 
4 1 
1 
_— 
1 
k : 
1 
i [ 
2.3 
LE 
15 
15 
TH 
ö 4 
n 3 
+ + 
 . 
t 
» 1 
. 
a 
44 i 
— 
. 
4 + : 
bt: 
10 ; 
- $136 
£ 4 
„ 5 
1 
11 B46 
: 
itt ty 
4 
1 
Th 
11 
_—_ 
105 
- wth 
376 
ft 
al 
hi 
& © $ 
be 4 
1 
. 
1 
| 3 
115 
11 e 
„ 
e 
1 
. 
IP 
N 4 
$4 ; 
1 
Ly + 
' ; 
| * 
SHR 
N . 
By 
8 
x 
ow 7 
3 
15 
8 
1 1 
1 
100 
wy ©: 
j } 
BY N 
eo - 
I 
5 i 
* ' 


58 On the Qualifications neceſſary for the ' 


7 
* 1 


« tuam attigimus:“ * To which examples 
may be added one from Oved: Ph Wh 
© Quid tibi ait mecum? e 
7. And yet this idiom here, and in other 
places of the New Teſtament, is moſt cer- 


tainly an Hebraiſm; for we meet with it in 
the Septuagint or Helleniſtic Greek, 1 Kings 

17. y. 18. T. £1401 Ko Oo. arb gare Ts Oer; x I 
2 Chron. 3 5. V. 21. T. eo: xa To, Carney Ida; 


in which places it anſwers to T1 nd in the 
Hebrew. 2 San. 16. V. to. 19. J. 22. T. suo. 


x. fn, NU Nagra where it correſponds to 
mh r: 2 Kings 9. v. 18. 19. T. c. xa 
10707 3 in the Hebr. rn oy . 1 


8. The phraſe Id 10 As 7. v. 34. is a 1 


pure Greciſm: Lucian has it: Ida eden, anna 
70 vg re νοονον, Tov auTOV rug Ka vd yy - 
ech: || The ſame kind of expreſſion is found 
in Herodotus : en Neywr* e N % in 
Plato: e ov wer 0 — T. Ons Tov Lafer A 


youre, ogg Ae reg Joxeuorwns 3 Oro i J og, To 


. T4 ee e ermodidoreu dualer 68. Tro 


2 Es Ae 
* Adi, fi ita bear, Þ Pali a hort ibid. FI Faſt. 


lib. 4. V. 3. 


See Wetſm. ad loc, Phochen. Diatrib. de Lingui 


SGræc. &c. $. 52. Blactwall's Sacred Claſſics &c. p. 


4. 
Benſon's Hiſtory of the firſt planting of the Chriſt, 


Relig, Vol. I. p. 134. Note. 
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1 1 bp 2 eyes ny 11 Owe 5 in Wee . 
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9. But . in the New FO MLACY this . 


idiom is plainly an Hebraiſm, and to be 


5 


ook 'd upon as ſuch; for it occurs in the 
=: eptuagint, * (and indeed is taken from 
thence, as is the whole verſe,) and anſwers | 


o IVR") dein the ſacred language. 
10. Theſe two inſtances will likewiſe ſerve 
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III. That the iet & the; pure and 
Helleniſtic Greek will ſometimes coincide | 


Vith each other in the manner of expreſſion 
only, and ſometimes both in the manner of 
E xpreſſion, and the ſenſe. + 


In Ti £140; na Tos there 8 a nen of 


pr aſe, but a difference! in the Keen . 


8 Gree J fermonis interpreteris ' conternpturn 


« videtur 
$ See Blackuall, p. 14: e Idiotiſen. perl. 


9 27 4. Edit. Hoogeveen. Fort- Roy. Gram. Gr. p. 40. 
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* Exod. 3. y. 7. 
3 E 470 again, the will agree in ue but 
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e videtur inducere. Ita enim Latini aiunt, 
* Quid tibi mecum eff? At Hebræis aliud fig- 
cc nificat, nimirum, Cur mihi moleſtiam ex- | 

* hibes ? F. —Loquendi genus eſt, obſerves I 61 
Le Clerc, ſeriptoribus ſacris frequentiſſi- 
* mum; quid mihi et tibi? quod perinde eſt, 
« ac ſi dixeris, © ſatage rerum tuarum, meas 8 

0 ipſe curabo”: It is reprebendendi et objur- 

gandi formula, as the ſame Writer, Hammond, 
 Whithy, and other Commentators ad loc. have 


_ juſtly remark d. The phraſe 7: eo: xa oor, 


. «< fays Dr. Law, was no more than a common 


< expreſſion of ſome gentle rebuke for inter- 
9 Vide annotat. ad Mat. 8.#.29. ' 
Ars Crit. P. 3. S. 1. C. 17. f. 9. See too his an- 
not. upon 2. Sam. 16. Y. 10. 1, Kings 17. V. 18. and 
that excellent chap. in his Ars Critica, de Diſſimilitu- 
dine Linguarum; which is as worthy of the careful 
peruſal of every ſcholar, as it was of the pen of the 
celebrated Author: To this may be added likewiſe, 
the following paſſage from his Diſſertat. de Stat. Salin. 
in Append. Comment. in Gen. p. 378. — Quo cla- 
rius appareat, Orientalium ſcriptorum ſty lum, au- 
« dacioribus tranſlationibus refertum, non ex more 
e noſtro loquendi hodierno debere exponi, quæ maxi- 
ma pene eſt interpretum culpa. Cum nfm enge 


s inyeſtigant, magis adtendunt quid ipſi intelligi vel- 


_ $ Tent, ft ita nunc loquerentur, quam quid olim inter 
I populos, non minus opinionibus et ingenio, quam 

temporibus et locis a nobis remotos, intelligi potu- 
* erit.” — And the following very juſt remark of the 
learned Dacier in his Notes upon Horace, lib. 1. 
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v 7 
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"XX meddling in another's province; 2 Sam. 16. 
. 10.19. J. 22. 2 Kings 3. V. 13. 2 Chron. 
XX 35. v. 21. §. And to make a curſory ob- 


4 ſervation, that this ph raſe is to be here inter- 


: 
wh * 
"EB 
7 


x 
od 
x 
4 
2 


Preted not according to the uſage of the 
reek and Latin, but of the Hebrew lan- 
Ss uage, is clear and evident, were there no 
ther proof, from hence: That conſidering 
Y I I hat a great and exalted perſonage our Savi- | 
ve ur was, he might very well rebuke his mo- 
per, for making an improper and unſeaſona- 
Die requeſt, or for concerning herſelf in what 
id not belong to her; but He cou'd by no 
"Means conſiſtently with even common pro- 

8 ee 


d. 26. . 2. Mais chaque langue a ſes fagons de 
parler, et l'on ſeroit injuſte de juger Pune par autre.“ 
here are moreover ſome good obſervations upon 
hs head in Benſon's Life of Chriſt, p. 713.714. 

the The eaſtern way of ſpeaking and writing was high- 
iſe, L ly figurative and popular; brief, bold, and abrupt 2 

in. very different from our plain, prolix, circum- 
la. ſtantial manner of delivering things; &c. —— 
au- Their various idioms, modes, and forms of ſpeech, 

ore tho generally adapted. to the then vulgar appre- 
xi. henſions, are now very far remoy'd from our own; 


e 
7el- 
ter 
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4. 
Id. 


I ot” 
1 5 
x 3 


nd 
u- 
ful 


things moſt apt to do this, and the doing of it has 
produc'd moſt of the erroneous and abſurd inter- 
pretations, that ever have diſgrac'd theſe holy 
dooks.“ Compare too Law, e &c. 
2327. Note. Edit. s. N 
J Reflections on the Li 
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fe &c. p. 302. Note. 


and never can be taken literally, tho? we are of all _ 
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priety and decorum of behaviour, ſpeak to I 7 
her in a diſdainful, or Fr COmenpegous manner, | 4 1 
But to the point: = 


| phraſe, which is the ſame both in rene 1 YN 


ted above, and imports neither more nor leſs = 
in either. Grammarians indeed and Interpre- 9 
ters have generally imagin'd this kind of idi- 
om in Hebrew to have a particular emphaſis . 
in it: But this has been a vulgar error; as i _ 
the excellent Le Clerc has abundantly neun 
in his Ars Critica, P. 2. 8. 1. C. 4. F. 3. — 5. 
Annot. upon Gen. 2. V. 17. and Epiſt. Crit, 
a8 l 


be call d a pure Greciſm, but what is peculiar Lo 


do pure and Claſſical, and no where occurs in Av | 
the Helleniſtical and Hebraizing Greek: — 4 5 4 
We have ſeen too, that the ſame phraſe may 1 

have a different meaning in the impure dia- * 
lect, from what 1 it has 1 in the pure: —1f then 9 In 
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11. In Joy ede we have an exam ple of a 


and ſignification, in pure and i impure Greek. 
It has exactly the ſame meaning in this place 1 
of the As, as in the paſſage of Lucian quo- | F 


12. We have ſeen then, that every nee. = 


ſion is to be deem'd an Hebraiſm in the New ñr.Q 
Teſtament, which may be found in the Sep- 


tuagint Verſion of the Old; and nothing to 


* 3 


{EY right n of the New Teſtament. 63 

L 1 may be allow d to make a digreſſion, From 
9 theſe premiſes I draw this concluſion: That 
zZ che celebrated Diſſertation, 1 in which Phoche- 
1 ius attempted to Prove, that 'there are no 

ZEHebraiſms at all in the Greek of the New 
q A b eſtament, is 4 capite ad calcem quite beſide 

2 1 | the purpoſe. For not to mention, that as the 
Wngrniou Blackwall juſtly obſerves, © he pro- 
„ duces many of his authorities out of low 
e writers, which can have no rank among 
gc the genuine Claſſics,” + All he makes out 
ſis 3 ; A that ſome phraſes, which had been look'd 
as 3 upon by learned men as Hebraiſms, are to be 
wn | 2 1 found in the ſame ſenſe in approv d Greek 


% 
[7 > « x 
3 55 7 5 


5. uriters. But this by no means evinces, either 
r it. 3 1. That they are pure Greciſms in the 
= # phraſeology of the New Teſtament, and that 

the inſpir'd authors us'd them as ſuch; or 
2. That becauſe, in ſome inſtances, the 
5 phraſes of pure and impure Greek coincide 
in ſignification, as well as form of expreſſion, 
7 : therefore they do „ ; and 1 in all 
1 2 caſes ; or I 
3. That when hos do not, the ſenſe and N 
: & connexion. of the ſacred context will allow 
Z 5 chem to be interpreted as pure Greciſm S, and 
| not as a oo 


All 
2 Sacred C laſſics defended, &c. p. 8. ih 
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All which points it behov'd Phocherius to de- 


monſtrate clearly and fully. But, to ſay the 
truth, 'twas impoſſible for him to prove what 


he aim'd at, if for no other reaſon than this, 


That 'twas impoſſible for him to ſhew, that 
_ theſe phraſes are to be met with only in the 
pure writers of Greece, and not at all in the 
Greek Tranſlators of the Old Teſtament: And 
without doing this, he did nothing. 


13. Nor can I help obſerving here, that as il 


the ſtile of the New Teſtament is remarkable 
for being plain and ſimple, and at the ſame a 

time nervous and expreſſive, and in many 
places grand and ſublime, ſo nothing has 
more contributed to give it all this perfection 
and excellency, than the frequency of the 

Hebrew idiom: For there's a plainneſs and 
ſimplicity, a ſtrength, ſignificancy, and ma- 
jeſty, in the Hebrew manner of expreſſion, 
which 1 is not to be found in that of any other 


learned language. Beſides, the phraſeology 


8 of the New Teſtament being, in the main, 

the ſame with that of the Old, makes the 
ſtile, in which revelation is conceiv'd, more 
of a- piece, and capable of a more uniform 


and certain method of interpretation; Not 


to mention, that by this means too, the evan- 


* 


_=7 10 22 on of t 4s New Te flament. 6 5 
encal and apoſtolical writings ſtand clear of 
9 hoſe objections, which might have been rais'd 
H againſt them, had they been pen'd in the 
Mowing elegance of Plato, the Attic purity of 
Arnapbon, the affected ſpruceneſs of Ifcrates, 
yr the over-labour'd and poliſh'd periods, the 
1 gawdy decorations and finery, of the Grecian 
I Wophiſts and rhetoricians: Little reaſon then 
= think, was there, why ſome ſhou'd decry 
S3Hebrew forms of ſpeech, as ſo many blemiſhes 
nd barbariſms in the ſtile of the New Teſta- 
4 1 ent, and why others ſhou'd take a deal of 
1 earned pains to baniſh them out of it. But f 
to return from this digreſſion, I remark, 
wel 14. IV. That the original of the New 
he F reſtiment does not ſo entirely abound with _ 
a | 5 7 ebraiſms, but that we alſo frequently meet 
a- With pure Greciſms ; or, ſuch phraſes, and 
{ manners of expreſſion, as are not found in 
er the! impure, or Helleniſtic dialect: 9 For the 
£5 Knowledge of which therefore, we muſt have 
in, þ Fecourſe to the antient authors of Greece: 
the end the longer, and more intimate our ac- 
ore Khuaintance with theſe writers has been, the 
rm F ore readily and thoroughly ſhall we under- _ 
Jot : tand theſe idionas, and pe age the ſacred 


an- tent, 
ical | 5 See ſe. 4: 12. of this Diſſertat. eee 


0 
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text, of which they are part. Now as an a 
- acquaintance with the antient Greek, pre- 1 
ſuppoſes and implies our having been conver- 
fant with the beſt Latin writers, the conelu- Wi 
fion is obvious, that for the attainment of a 
thorough ſkill in the phraſeology only of the 
New Teſtament, (not to mention any other 
reaſons, ) a very conſiderable ſhare of Claſſical, ij 
as well as of Hebrew learning, will be indiſ- 
penſibly requir d. And as we can never know WW 
the mind of the, ſpirit, unleſs we underſtand 
the language of the ſpirit, ſo to the want of 
this very neceſſary qualification has it been 
chiefly owing, that the writings of the New 
Teſtament have been made by ſome to patro- i 
nie the greateſt abſurdities, and to be prolific Wl 
in ſuch doctrines, as are totally incompatible Ml 
with the moral attributes of God, deſtructive Wi 
of the nature and conſtitution of man, and a 
diſgrace to human reaſon and common ſenſe. 
| hut A to a fifth obſervation; z; Which! 18 
1 15. V. 
ys 1 cannot derber mentioning here a Canon of = 
ge e much recommended by the learned 
Dr. Law: That when any word or phraſe, in am) 
part of the New Teſtament, and particularly in our > 
Saviour's Diſcourſes, ſeems capable of different ſepſes, 
we may with great certainty conclude the ordinar) Wil 
_ wullgar ſenſe, known in that time, to be the true one: i 
The books of the New Teſtament, and indeed the 
ſeri Purges in general, were Written and adapted to 4 
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ii Interpretation of the New Teſtament. 67 
1 W 715.V. That if it be found, that the writin gs 
1 f the New Teſtament have undergone the 
Tz K ate of all antient books whatever, and have 
tther ſufferd by length of time, and the in- 
N ccuracy of tranſcribers, or have been wilfully 
ZE orrupted by thoſe, who had ſome ſiniſter end 
Jo anſwer by it, and in conſequence of all 
2 his, that a great number of Various Read- 
Mngs, Interpolations, Luxations, Omiſſions, 
rranſpoſitions, and the like, have crept into 
oe Text, — The aids of Criticiſm muſt of 
ourſe be applied to; particularly of that 
1 branch of it, which lays down rules, how we 
re to know and diſtinguiſh theſe accidental, 
r wilful corruptions, and by what means we 
Wnay be enabled to reſtore the Text (if it is 
to be reſtor'd,) to it's primitive AUNTY: and . 
enuine purity, 
ia 6. Now the ſacred Valinics have aQtually 
- undergone the fate of all other antient books, 
ts, a been injur'd both by length of time, and 
* * careleſſneſs of tranſcribers: This is a 
o 3 tr uth, to uſe the words of Dr. Grey, & which 
© no- 


ned 5 
any 1 Wn 191 chercbere the plain e ſenſe of words 
Our f End phraſes ought to be conſtantly attended to, and 

= E W-itow's, in the interpretation of them. See by all 
eans Low s Conſiderations &c. p. 326.— 328. 
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nothing but the height of e oh can 

* hinder any man from diſcovering, who has 
carefully examin'd them.” The Maſoreti- 
cal Text of the Old Teſtament 1s not a little 
incorrect: and the various readings of the 
New (the greateſt part of which are moſt un- 

5 doubtedly ſo many miſtakes of the copiers, f) 
are, as is well known, not a few in number. 


It will be proper however to remark, that 


they are all of ſuch a nature, as neither to 
affect the eſſentials of religion, nor the au- 
| thenticity of the Chriſtian revelation. 9 


17 But as theſe ineſtimable „ of | 
5 divine and heavenly wiſdom, can never be too 


3, 1 underſtood, and en by thoſe, 


Who 


es ®* Vide Coppell Crit, ts. lia * Hallett $ Notes 
8 ol Diſcourſes &c. Vol. I. P. 99-—104. Vol. II. p. 1. 
2110. Vol. III. p. 16. 30. Kennicott's two Diſſerta- 


tions on the State of the print. Heb. Text of the 


D. T. paſſim: my Prolegom. in Lib. Vet. Teſtam. 
Poet. p. $2.00 £36190, -.* 


+ I ſay the greateſt part: for this is ; far om being 14 


the caſe of all univerſally; as has been lately ſhewn, 
with the higheſt degree of probability, by the in- 
-genious Dr. Worthington in a Sermon on the Uſe, 
8 Value, and Improvement of various Readings. 1761. 


+ See Mils and Werfter's Editions of the New 


5 Teſtam. paſſim: Add Le Clerc's, Ars . P. 3. 8.1. ; 
e = 


8 See my Prolegom. &. P 144. 145: and the 
authors there ee, 1 


* 
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who undertake to interpret and explain them, 
Theſe various Readings ought to be attentive- 
ly weigh'd and conſider'd, and the ſacred Text 
reſtor'd, if poſſible, to it's original purity and 


perfection. Which is to be effected by a 


dexterous application of the eſtabliſh'd canons 
of criticiſm, in conjun&ion with a natural 
quickneſs and ſagacity, a ſound and ſteady 
judgment, and a cloſe and diligent ſtudy of 


the ſacred writings. It will be neceſſary alſo, 


18. VI. That an interpreter of the New 


Teſtament ſhou'd diligently attend to the 


connexion of the context, and the general 
ſcope and deſign of the inſpir'd writer, whoſe 
= ſentiments and doctrines, he is illuſtrating 
and explaining: — That he ſhou'd likewiſe 
W n * no and 


oX roller 4 of men, _ what was e ; 
of au, + and—what was WONT d to 
„ 
* mY my Doctrine of lrreſiſtible 553 &c; Tatro- 5 
4 duct. p. 8. and Le Clerc's Ars Crit. P. 2. S. 2. . 6. 


+ The not making this very neceſſary diſtinction, 
was the original of the impious and abſurd doctrine 
of Predeſtination. — But never ſurely were there two 
more ſorry critics than Auguſtin and Calvin; nor ever 
was St. Paul more groſly miſinterpreted than by theſe 
two great Oracles of Orthodoxy. 7 
* difficulties will attend the ſanction of 


EZ 5 the 
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be underſtood relate, of the firſt converts to 


_ Chriſtianity only, or ſome other particular 
: perſon or perſons, from what was intended 
to be taken abſolute, or, as applicable to all 
chriſtians 1 in | mb of all ages: e he 


ſhoud 
the firſt: and "TAIT comiriandinants, if we ſuppoſe It. 
addreſs'd to. fingle perſons : But they immediately 
vaniſh and diſappear, if God here ſpoke to the Jews 
(as undoubtedly He did,) in a national ſenſe; as a 
national ſociety, or collective body of men. See Halleit's 
Notes and Diſcourſes &c. Vol. III. p. 55.—78. And 
that the promiſe annex'd to the fifth ü 
Was, in like manner, not made to particular perſons, 


as ſuch, but to the Jewiſh people, as @ body, is fully . 


prov'd by the ſame author, ibid. p. 123.—128. = 
See again my Doctrine of Frrefftble Grace &c. | 
p. 3. 8. 304. — 306. 314. 316. — 320. 324. 331. 332. 
and Le Clerc's Ars Crit. P. 2. S. 2. C. 4. This Canon 
of ſacred criticiſm is of the utmoſt conſequence and 
; e in the interpretation of the New Teſta- 
ment: And yet it has been more frequently, and 
flagrantly violated than any other; and moſt of the Þ 
. ſtrange and extravagant doctrines, which have ſo long | 
been a reproach and ſcandal to Chriſtian theology, 
are the unhappy conſequences of the violation of it.+ 
There are ſome inſtances of the erroneous interpreta- 
tions, which have iſſued from this ſource, in the places 
of my Doctrine of Irreſiſtible Grace &c. and the chap. 
of the Ars Crit. juſt refer'd to: It may not be 
amiſs to lay thole 1 in Le Clerc before the reader here: 
e Moſes 8 
| 1 6 It is abſurd to NE thoſe expreſſions, which are 
only applicable 20 new converts, at the firſt propagation of the 
_ ©* goſpel, to chriſtians of the preſent age. If writers wou'd more 
carefully attend to this circumſtance, we ſhou'd not be 


«« peſter'd with /% many. groundle/s and antiſcriptural tenets.” 
Critical Sw; * * p. 104. See too pag. 2 


ri ridhe Interpretatio an of the Ne eww Tyament. 7 1 


0 ſhou d explain ſcripture by ſeripture, and com- 


pare parallel places with each other: — en- 
deavour to inveſtigate the true ſenſe and 
ning of the id writers by conſulting 5 

them 


3 Moſes Hoek 6. FA 5. ita loquitur : : Videbat Jebova 


i vitia hominum in terris augeri; nec quidquam eorum 


 animum, preter malum, cogitando quotidie effingere. 
* Hzc verba ita ſolent a nonnullis proferri, quaſi hoc 


is ineſſet axioma : Nihil quidquam hominum animus, 


© preter malum, cogitando quotidie effingit; quo perdita 


© totius humani generis nequitia ſignificetur. At ne 
quid dicam de hyperbole, que eſt in hiſce verbis, 


e ut in Commentario ad eum locum oftendi, loqui- 


tur Moſes relate ad ante-diluvianos homines, non ad 
omnes omnium ætatum mortales. Itaque quod relate 


* dicitur, non eſt abſolute intelligendum; quo ſenſu 


“ falſum eſſet: Certum enim eſt, innumeros pios quo- 
« tidie multas ſanctas cogitationes in animo verſare. 


e Plaltes Pf. 14. V. 2. hæc habet: Jebova e calo © 
; 5 deſpexit in homines, ut videret, an. hi t ſapiens, qui 
% querat Deum. Omnes defecerunt, una corrupti ſunt, 
nemo facit bonum, ne unus quidem: Hinc a nonnullis = 
 & tolius bumani generis depravatio colligitur ; quaſi ne- 
ee que temporum, neque locorum rationem ullam 
< habuiſſet Pſalres. Non diffiteor, gentem humanam 


% univerſam, excepto uno ejus Redemptore, prolap- 
“e fam eſſe, et prolapſuram in peccatum. At Pfaltes 


hc non dicit in bumani generis concione, ſed apud 
= Fudeos, in.Chaldza exſulantes; loquiturque de is, 
gui injuſto jugo Gentem ſuam premebant, nimirum, de 
„ Chaldeis; ut ſequentia manifeſto oſtendunt, . 
ec 


40 aliquando ad eum locum demonſtrahimus. 
L certe ita quiſquam loquatur de quavis ætate, ſine 


E maxima hyperbole. 


8 „ Elalas cap. 64. N. 29 inguit, fuimus infar 


4 „ im- 


* 


% mh 
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themſelves, and making them, as much as 
poſſible, their own interpreters; x and to 
111 out and aſcertain the — force and i 
>. Mend, et omnia a noſtra juſta ee inflar veſtis 
1 4 aut menſtruatæ, ut habet Hieronymus. Hinc 
e quidam colligunt, ipſa piorum omnium xzroghupera 
« eſſe peccato inquinatiſſima;, cum Eſaias tantummodo de 
_ & Tudgis ſui evi loquatur, qui juſta facinora fortaſſe 
ſcelera vocabant. Nam licet prima perſona utatur, 
* liquet eum non nomine ſuo, ſed maximæ partis 
« Gentis Hebrææ, loqui. 
« Paulus 2 Cor. 3. J. 5. ita loquitur de eo, quod 
& antea dixerat, de Apoſtolatu ſuo: Fiducidhs autem 4 
„ bujuſmodi babemus, per Chriſtum, apud Deum: Non = 
> = ' guog idonei ſumus per nos ipſos, ad cogitandum quid. 
« quam velut ex nobis ipſis; ſed quod idonei ſumus. 
id ex Deo eſt; qui etiam fecit, ut idonei eſſemus miniſtt: 
Novi Teſtamenti. Manifeſtum eſt Paulum dicere, 
„ “ ſe non potuiſſe per ſe fieri apoſtolum, ſine revelatione 
| e et donis cœleſtibus, que prædicationi ſuæ pondus 
„ adderent, Hoc Cbryſaſtomus, hoc Oecumenius et 
f TheophylaFus, in hunc locum animadverterunt, et 
res ipſa clamat. At nulla ratione habita ſeriei 
* orationis loci, in quo hæc verba exſtant, univerſale 
d 9x;oma hine colligitur, quo ſignificant nonnulli the- 
| © ologi, poſt Adami peccatum, neminem hominen ullam 
F cogutationem rect am animo verſaſſe, niſi ope inuſitatæ 
© Gratiz, quam Deus, præter ordinem naturz, non- 
„ nullis largitur. Quod dogma, ut verum ſtatuatur, 
* certe ex his verbis Pauli probari nequit, quæ di- 
4 cuntur relate ad apoſtolatum, cui idoneus a Deo 
„ faQtus erat, non a ſe, —Sexcenta poſſent proferri 
© talia, quæ cum relate intelligantur, divulſa ab ora- 
© tionis contextu Urgentue, quaſi abſolute | intelli- 
„ genda,” 


idle Weiten. de Inteepretar, Nov. Teſtament: 
5 p. 876. ſeck. 3. 


. 


— 


. 


D ot 


* L * * „ 3 "IS oo tered 


* WWW e 
JJ ᷣ po OW: ts. 
* 8 3 N -” : 2 


= 


' 


right "TIN on of the New 7 — 73 


import of particular words and phraſes, by 
_ examining all the ſeveral places, in which 

they occur: *—That, laſtly, he ſhou'd be duly 
acquainted with the Cuſtoms and Opinions, 


which prevail'd in the times of the ſacred 


Na. 81. 3. 


pen- men, and to which they allude; whetller 
belonging to the Jews, the Grecians, or Ro- 
* without theſe requiſites again, 
ff.. he 

| p. 875. 876. and 

Critical Review for Decemb. 1764. Vol. XVIII. p. 463. 


„Vidde Welſten thid. ſect. 2. 3. 


+ Vide Clerici Art. Crit. P. 1. C. 1. ſect. 3. necnon 


publiſh'd by an anonymous Author, 


entitled, Obſervations on divers paſſages of Scripture; 


placing many of them in a light altogether new, aſcer- 


. taining the meaning of ſeveral, not determinable by the 


methods, commonly made uſe of by the learned; and pro- 
Poing to confideration probable conjectures on others, 
different from what have been hitherto recommended to 
_ the attention of the curious; grounded on circumſtances 


_ Incidentally mention'd in books of voyages and travels 
into the aft.” The knowledge of the Hebrew An- 


right interpretation 


 riquities is in a very ev ge manner neceſſary for the 
the New Teſtament; juſt as 
neceſſary, as for the right interpretation of the Old; 
or as an acquaintance with the Antiquities of Greece 
and Rome is for the thorough underſtanding of the 
well known, preachd 
only to the Jews; (for the Samaritans were in effect 
Jeus, and with great juſtice and propriety treated by 
our Lord as ſuch: See Benſon's Hiſt. of the firſt 


Claſſics. Our Saviour, as is 


. Vol. 1. op 1 59. See too P: 3. 149, Vol. II, 


Melſten. de Interpretat. N. T. ſect. 7. 
p. 878. Benſon's Life of Chriſt: p. 271.272. 713. 
and a Book lately 


"of 335 bi 


74 On tbe Qualifications neceſſary for the A 
5 he muſt of courſe fall into falſe and erroneous 
explanations of ſeripture. And indeed it's too 


well known, that thoſe, in whom theſe requi- 
ſites have not been found, have fo „ 13 
the ſacred Oracles, as to make them a fruitful 


ſource of the moſt enthuſiaſtical extravagant 


doctrines; doctrines, which are injurious to 
the attributes of the Deity, ſubverſive of the 
' human frame and conſtitution, and, in their 
natural tendency, deſtructive of an aſſiduous 
e, the 
great and genuine eſſence of pure and unde- 

_ fil'd religion, the confeſt end and ſcope of all 
the diſpenſations of-heaven.” © It gives us 
pain, ſay the learned and i ingenious Authors 
of the Critical Review, to ſee men of piety 
e and learning perverting the words of reve- 
- "i lation, and inculcating religious notions, 
55 - winch : are not to be . in e The 


. 


and conſtant cultivation of moral VU 


e miſ- 


p. 334. . 5. 24. Dn 7. 8.) both ſpoke 


and ated in exact conformity to their uſages and . 


toms; and accommodated himſelf, upon ſome occa- 


ſions, to the vulgar notions and opinions. His A- 


poſtles, as has been already obſer vd, were Jews both 
by birth and education: And as, upon this account, 
they chiefly expreſs themſelves in Hebrew idioms and 
forms of ſpeech, ſo, for the ſame reaſon, they chiefly 


allude to Hebrew manners and cuſtoms, opinions and 


ſentiments, rites and ceremonies, &c. Theſe then an 


Interpreter of the N ew 9 ought to be well 
vers d in. 


_— 


AW 
CES 
3 


« right Interpretation of the New Tehlament. ay 
**. misfortune is, they inconſiderately apply 
« thoſe expreſſions which were addreſs'd to 
c he firſt converts, to chriſtians of the preſent. 
e age; thoſe which were addreſs'd to whole 
ec ſocieties, they apply to individuals; thoſe 
te things, which are ſpoken of the extraordinary 
0 operations of the Holy Spirit in the apoſtolic 
* age, they aſcribe to his influence in ſucceeding 
e times; thoſe, which relate to the praffical = 
e wickedneſs of the heathen world, they apply to 
« the natural conſtitution of every child of Adam; 
e and thoſe which relate to the cbriſtian dif- 
0  penſation, they apply to 4 future fate.“ By 
© theſe means they invelop the doctrines of 
e the goſpel in darkneſs and myſtery, and 
es father nonſenſe and blaſphemy upon the 
word of God.” + And moſt certainly, as 
nothing is to be found in ſcripture, inter- 
preted by good ſenſe and ſober criticiſm, but 
What is ſtrictly conſonant to the moral per- 
| feftions of the ſupreme Being, the ſuggeſtions 
of right reaſon, and the obligations of virtue, 
ſo to miſtaken gloſſes, and inaccurate inter- 
Ene of the ere ieee wer mon- 


ſtrous 


* * . for Obe, cod vol XVII, P. 293. 
See too p. 189. 


+ E. g. Many paſſages relating to huren, | 
* Jalvation, QC. 
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1 On the ; Qual 22 410 forth * 


ſtrous tenet, every marvellous dogma, ee * 
and big with abfurdity and contradiction, at 
firſt ow'd it's birth: And no leſs true is it, 
that upon the ſtrength of theſe ſame miſtaken 

gloſſes, and inaccurate. interpretations, the 
patrons of all ſuch ſtrange opinions have ſince 


endeavour d to confirm and eſtabliſh them. 
The excellent Dr. Fortin in the firſt of his 
Diſſertations upon various ſubjects, has aſ- 
fign'd ſeveral cauſes, why ſo many in the 
chriſtian world have run into the erroneous 


doctrines of abſolute Predeſtination, Irreſiſtible 
Grace, and the like : Among the reſt we find 
the following one: © An injudicious method 


Z Hoof interpreting the ſacred writings, of ex- 


"4M pounding ſingle texts, and fragments of ; 


s ſeripture, without confidering or under- 


« ſtanding the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, and the 
« ſcope and intention of the writer, and with- 


% out giving fair play to human reaſon and 


natural religion, but ever flying for ſhelter 3 
* * to myſtery, and to implicit faith.” $ 
19. VII. An interpreter of ſcripture ought, 8 8 


oo in the next place, to pay a moſt religious re- 


3 gard to the dictates of his rational facultics, 


1 the immutable obligations of religion 


and mer wy As a really divine revelation. 


can- 
$ Vide pag 9. N 


. 


71 55e Interpretation of the N. ew To amen. 77 


cannot poſſibly enjoin us any practiſe, which 
our conſcience tells us is ſinful, ſo neither 
can it propoſe any doctrine to our belief, 
which our reaſon aſſures us is palpably falſe 
and abſurd. This is that inborn internal 
light, that candle of the Lord ſhining in the 
| breaſts of rational creatures, which, without 
making God inconſiſtent with himſelf, no 
ſupernatural external revelation can by any 
means be imagin'd to oppoſe and contradict :* 
This is that chief diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic, 
by which the man is diſcriminated from the 
brute: This 1s that noble faculty, by the poſ- 
ſeſſion of which we have a place in the great 
ſcale of intellectual beings, and can claim 
ſome ſort of aſſociation with celeſtial ſpirits: 
This is that excellent endowment, by which 
we are enabled to remove the uncertainty and 
unſteadineſs of opinion, and to introduce the _ ! 
i certainty and ſtability of ſcience: F We ought | 
s 3 therefore at all times, and eſpecially when we 
= n after the divine tr uths he 
15 goſpel, -" 
3 Vide Cherici kino. Fcdlefiſt Proegom. Sect. I. 
Cap VII. 6. p. 88. 


F $ VideClerici Op. Philoſoph. Tom. 1. p. 85. Edit. 3. 
Vide etiam Cic. de Orator. lib. 1. §. 20. 23. 2. F. 7. 
Edit, Pearce. de Legg. lib. 1. d. 10. de Natur. Deor. 
lib. 2. H. 2. Edit. Davies 0 
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| 78 On 1 Qua ati. ons or for the 


goſpel, to follow it's direction, and to tread 


in the path, it points out to us. Thus we 
ſhall keep within the bounds of a rational 
faith, and not run into the exceſſes of a ſu- 
perſtitious credulity: We ſhall be free from 
the perplexing doubts of ſcepticiſm, and ſe- 
curd from falling 1 into the 6 of 55 
enthuſiaſm. 


20. Nor muſt an interpreter” of the New | 


Teſtament ever looſe ſight of the fixt and un- 
changeable relations of things in the world, 
and of the reſpective duties," which ariſe from 
| them. 


It is certain both 8 the e of = 


—_ reaſon, and the repeated declarations of our 
—- great Inſtructor, the bleſſed Jeſus, that the 
whole of religion conſiſts in the uniform con- 
|  ſcientious diſcharge of thoſe ſeveral obliga- 
99 tions, the relations we ſtand in to God and 
dur fellow creatures lay upon us; and the 


ſtrict performance of thoſe duties, we owe to 


ourſelves: Or, according to the rational and 
apoſtolical diſtinction, in Piety, Benevolence, | 
and Self-government.* Revelation then, un- 

| leſs repugnant to reaſon, and conſiſtent with 


_ Uſelf, cannot e contain any PEP 


| C See Bajo 8 Trafts: Pe 64. Edit. 4 


4 


# 


| right derben of the New 6 79 
oppoſite to, and ſubverſive of ſuch religious 5 
and moral obligations. 


21. Shou'd therefore any . paſſage 
in the New Teſtament ſeem, at firſt view, to 


aſſert what is irreconcileable either with the 


dictates of reaſon, or the plain undoubted 
duties of religion and morality, the ſenſible 


and judicious Interpreter will either conclude, ; 


that he takes it in a wrong ſenſe, or be in- 
clin'd to ſuſpect, that the original has ſuffer'd 
through length of time, or the inaccuracy of 
tranſcribers, (a misfortune, without a con- 
tinual miraculous interpoſition, impoſlible to 
be prevented; ) but will never think of found- 


ing a doctrine upon it, which muſt be incom- 


patible with what the univerſal reaſon of 


1 mankind loudly proclaims to be true, what is 


1 in the nature of things fixt, immutable, and 
eternal, and like the Deity himſelf, the Jame 1 


7 n, to or and for ever.“ 


5 22. But 


Þ * « When 5 is e and call'd many 
6 tad names, (ſuch as carnal, fallow, empty, ſenſual, 


e diabolical, and vain,) what can be expected from 


e men who have loſt their reaſon, or renounc'd it ? 
& and who ought to be put under the care of phy- 
C ſicians, in a dark room, and have their heads mar d, 
« before. they be allow'd to read the ſcriptures, or 
s allow'd the uſe of pen and ink: They, of all per- 
6 ons, are moſt unfit to ſettle articles of faith, or 
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22. But in order * rene a due aſe and 
00 of the natural and acquired quali- 


60 'On 4 7 


fications hitherto mention d, and to derive 
from them all thoſe advantages, which; when 


properly us d and applied, they of courſe * . 
"ow them, — There will be need of on 
VIII. An openneſs and liberality of end 
ment, an entire freedom from all prejudice 

and partiality in favour of N; e . 
notions in ep cnet Sheng; 
1 . of nails ao practiſe, And _ none more 


© buſy to provide a creed for others, and ruin them I 
406 if they will not ſwallow it. 15 


2 look upon myſtical divinity to be a ching * 
cc * the moſt dangerous conſequence, tending to the 
s ruin of religion, and the deſtruction of common 


ſenſe, unhinging men's minds, and paving the 
% way for infidelity, and every evil work.“ Benſons 


Life of Chriſt: 4770 275. 


“In what a ſituation is the chriſtian religion ! ; 
« Our Lord was crucified between two robbers. His 
<« religion meets with a like fate. The pretended 


friends of chriſtianity do, many of them, miſrepre- 


ce ſent it, and teach for doctrines the commandments 
«of men, myſtical flights, unintelligible and abſurd 
- © notions, which have no gw og; in reaſon, or in 


« the word of God. The enemies of chriſtianity re- 


-« Joice in the abſurdities of chriſtians, and wou'd 
60 5 have it ſo. What abundant occaſion, there- 


44 fore, is there, that the ſcriptures ſhou'd be examin'd 
with a critical ſkill and exactneſs, and faithfully in- 


« terpreted, that chriſtians may not be impos'd upon 
% or deluded, by the one, or the other,” Ibid, p. 35% | 


— 


1 


ri ight Interpretation if the New Y "PAM 81 
"He that means to find out the true and 
re ſenſe of the ſacred writings, muſt 
look with the ſame common indifference | 
upon all theological opinions, till having 
thoroughly examin'd into the real merits of 
= each of them, he ſhall be able to judge with 
accuracy, which carries with it the greatefſ — 
conformity to truth; which is moſt agreeable 7% 
to the ſuggeſtions of reafon, and the pure ang 
uncorrupted doctrines of revelation. Bigotted 
preconceiv d notions in every kind of ſtudy, 
will, of courſe, ſtop up the paſſages, and block 
up the avenues, where truth ſhou'd enter. 
The man, that is previouſly biaſs'd in favour 
of any particular opinion, or attach'd to this 
or that ſyſtem of Theology, will be too apt 
to preſs ſcripture into it's ſervice; too forward 
to make the certain unerring doctrines of the 
goſpel yield and give way to the uncertain | 
| erroneous decifions of frail fallible men. And 
thus a meer human ſcheme of faith, and 
not the word of God, will be prepoſte= 
| ouſly made the teſt and criterion of truth, 
© The chriſtian divine, as the Critical | 5 
* viewers very juſtly obſerve, ſhou'd forget, 
Ei poſlible, all theological ſyſtems and pre- 
« conceiv'd opinions; diveſt his mind of party- 
Fe prejudice and diſputatious - zeal 1 reſp the 


— 


m 6 


8 A " 


0 the Qualifications en fon the - — | 
” ＋ 2 text with impartiality, and 3 

a & and explain it by ſober ſenſe. and rational 
5e criticiſm. Then (no matter what becomes 
0 © of human ſyſtems,) the truth-wou'd be dif- 
F & cover'd, the Chriſtian revelation. wou'd ap- 
e. rational and conſiſtent; and we ſhoud 
£ ſee who are the corrupters of the goſpel.” $_ 


23. As a natural ſtrength and clearneſs of 


5 — 2 and a large ſhare of acquir'd 
knowledge, will enable the candid and im- 
partial inveſtigator of religious truth, to un- 
derſtand with exactneſs and preciſion the ming 


of the Spirit in the facred volumes, and.to diſ- 
cover the true ſcheme of the goſpel, and by 
this means both to drink of himſelf, and to 
impart to others the pure chryſial waters of 


= . — 80 theſe ſame talents and abilities, as 
exercisd and applied by a perſon of an oppo- 


ſite complexion, or, a bigotted pr ejudic d the- 


 ologitt, will ſerve only to throw a veil over 


the certain and obvious meaning of ſcripture, 


to perplex and embarraſs ; It's plaineſt and moſt 
.intelligible doctrines, to hide from him the 
true intentions of divine wiſdom 1 in the Goſ- 
pel-Inftitution, and to adulterate and cor- 
_- the 8 fountain of God's wg: by | 

an 
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an impure mixture of philoſophy and vain de- 
cert, of the traditions, commandments, and doc- 

trines of men, of abſurdities, N 
and contradictions. 

24. And thus much may falfice upon the 

principal Qualifications and Canons, neceſ— 


ſary for the right and accurate interpretation 5 
1 the New Teſtament. 


— . vero has Diſtrtatioe reli teri mus, 
corum erit judicium, qui hac fludia animo veri- 5 
tatis cupido coluerint; quorum cenſure eam ſab- 
jicimus hi bentes.—Ali orum, qui nibil legunt pres, 
ter $ yemata 7 heologi ca, aut cjuſmods libros, et de 
: hiſce ; rebus e præconceptis temere pi nionibus 


Judicare audent, ſuffragia nihil moramur. Ne- 


que illi bac legent, neque nos eorum ſcripta evol- 
vemus; ſed Fuvyentuti, que ab its decipi poteſt, 
ſuccurrendum gudicavimus, Cl. Clericus in Pro- 
legom. in Vet. Fad. ane et in Art. Cat. 
* 1 ok N 
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Tor unmindful of the publick declara - 
tion I lately made, © That I had 


1 neither leiſure nor inclination to enter into 


f any farther controverſy upon the ſubject of 


© Biſhop Hare's Metre,” I can only beg leave : 


to explain more fully than I did before, and 


yet in as few words as may be, my meaning 4 
in two paſſages of my Latin Epiſtle, which 
poſſibly are liable to e d One 


of n Is 1 in page 4. | 

Hoc enim Hfilabaragi alien, 
«<< QUALE IN GRAON ET LATINA POES? 
 LOCUM OBTINET, in hodiernis linguis, L 


* quas vacant, non fervari, neque ſane, ex 
* harum linguarum indole, fervari - poſſe, - ; 
* manifeſtius eſt, quam ut negari queat.” 


Now Ido not here mean, — That there is 


no difference of long and ſhort ſyllables, or, 
of quantity, «# all, in the modern languages, 
kor every language hath moſt undoubtedly 
its quantity eſſentially belonging... to it; 0 4 


3 Epiſt ad Lowthium: ; ©. OY 5 


> 1 * IA R * 8 
2 u 7 9 * 8 
2 by k . > * 
: we. * s 
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di as the reſtraining explanatory clauſe + - 
was intended to ſhew, only this:—That there 


+ not THE SAME KIND of difference between 
dens and ſhort llables. or, THE SAME 


1 KIND 
. „een IN GRRCA ET LATINA. 
& POESI LOCUM OBTIN RET: And this Jauſe, | 
{which the reader will likewiſe find in pag. 28. 29. 
of my Lat. Epiſt.) or ſome ſimilar one, 1 ſhould have 
inſerted occaſionally in my Prolego Aon before, had 
I not imagin'd, that what I meant 
and obvious enough without ſuch a reſtrition,. and. 
had nor the greateſt and beſt Writers frequently O- 
mitted it: who yet were very far from maintaining, 
that there was no difference of long and ſhort ſyllables 


: 1 all, in the Hebrew, or in the modern languages. 


The 


4 
bd 


great Value ſpeaking of the Heb. Poetry 
Nam in Jobo et Proverbiis Salomo- 
« nis ſolum rhythmus eſt, non metrum : hoc eſt, fyt- 
& labarum numerus, non quantitas, attenditur. idem 


6 judicium eſt de poſteriori Moſis cantico. Similes 


* jpity ſunt verſus, ac Græcorum illi, quos politicos 


_ + yocant: Hihvchilcs cetrantetti eatalediici videntur, 


% fl ſyllabas numeres, ſed quantitas negligitur.— 
** Moms Hebræi in verſibus nihil attendunt, præter 


ſyllabarum numerum et accentum. De Art. 


Poet. Nat. ac Conſtitut. Cap. 13. F. 2. Vide et In- 


ſtitution. Poetic. lib. 1. cap. 8. F 12. Ariſtarch. lib. 


4. cap. 36. necnon Teen Veſſium de Poemat. Can- 
tu et Vir. Rhythm. p. 21.—23. Edit Oxon. Fofterum 
de Accent, et Quantit. p. 125,—127. Edit. 1, 


In Bp. Hare's rolegomena . 10. 24. . are the 


| — following paſſages : 


Differtationis, qua iam (Hypotheſim) 
# explicat et tuetur, (Clericys) ſumma huc redit : 
* Poelim Hebræam a Grzca et Latina longe diver- 
am eſſe, cum in hac Hllaborum quantitas non at- 
8 COOṼ 


d be plain LF 


7 4 * : wn * 7 ? " 

| 

* 
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KIND of quantity in the modern languages, 

as there is IN THE GREEK AND LATIN. 
What 1 affirm of the Proſody of thoſe lan- 
1 Suages, bo 09. not 3 abſolute, in an 
. at  abſelute 4 


_ 8 eats aleoque iloram'metra nec habenr, nec 
é habere poſſit. 1 
eln verſu tertio den exemplum eſt, Hebtzeos : 
4 « parum artafſe eee Baan; alias auc- 
d tor, &. 
een hac Poeſi (Hebraica) —— Quanti 
1 zatis Hllabarum nulla ratio habetur— 5 
And yet the learned Bp. does not here aſſert, that 
there is no quantity at all, in the Heb. Poetry; for 
we read in his Preface, Nec aliam - ſane ob cauſam vi- 
dlentur homines eruditiſſimi Hebraice Poei metrum abju- 
dicaſſe, nifi quod metrum non à numero, ſed a quanti- 
tate fllabarum, PROUT APUD GRACOS ET 
; LATINOS FIT, pendere cenſerent. p. 3. 
In Dr. Grey's Preface to his Edit. of the Book of 
N Job, p. 7. the following paſſage may be found: 
„ia vero, conceſſo quod fingulorum 1 ver= 
* ſuum e et Finis certo dignoſcitur, velis ad- 
* huc contendere, quantitatis æque ac numeri  {yllaba- f 
_ * rum rationem eſſe habendam, in proclivi eſt experi- 
e mentum. Aſſignes cuique ſuam ſyllabæ menſuram; 
4 efficias deinde canones, ad quos ſinguli verſus exi- 
4 gantur, oſtendaſque, quo pedum numero, quibuſ- 
. que pedibus, conſtent. Hoc fi plane fieri non poſ- 
| $*+ ſe, ut profecto nequit, experimento cognoveris, aut 
Hebraicami Poeſin omni metro carere, quod abſur- 
e dum, aut metrum ejus. non a quantitate, fed a nu- 
e mero ſyllabarum pendere, (ut in multis etiam hodie - 
F linguis fit,) fateare neceſſe eſt. 
I be very learned Cappellus in his Animadverſ. 4 
* Nov. | Darid. os . Ls deR himſelf 2 5 
; ia cc 


= 
7 
+ 
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POSTSCRIPT. I 


. abſolute ſenſe, but RELATE), WITH RELA- 
ION TO THAT or E ATTIC e 
ROMAN. . e 9 


Now an, or der» what aetermliith 


quantity, or occaſions the ſhortneſs and 
length of ſounds, is a very different thing 
(to inſtance in our own language,) in En- 
_ gliſh, from what it is in Greek and Latin. 
be quickneſs and ſlowneſs of pronunci- 
ation depend upon very different cauſes, and 
are ſettled by very different rules in ours, 
5 from what they are in thoſe languages. $ 
In Engliſh, the length or ſhortneſs of ſyllables | 
4s determined by what is extrinſic, and me 
5 quently cnet 11 the | acute or grave Ac- 


cent 


— ut * ww Tongarum & Pl 8 . et Hlla- 

4 parum diſtinttio, (ut in hodiernis Europæis linguis 

_ * vernaculis pleriſque, Gallica, Italica, Hiſpan, Angli- 
cu Germanica, Belgica, &c. ) ibi nulla etiam &c. 


And in the ſame manner in his Arcan. Punctat. 


bb. 1. cap. 13. f. 6. Nam et hodie Galli, 
Itali, Hiſpani, Angli, Germani,,.&c, ſua habent 
e carmina, eaque elegantiſſima, cum tamen diſcri- | 
nen longarum et brevium ſyllabarum ignorent.”” Vide 
et g. 4. Adi ſis etiam [/aacum Velſium de Poemat. &c. 


P- 43. 44. 49. 50. 77. 78. 


§ See Faſler on Accent & Quantity: p- 99 49, 


62. — 44. Edit. 1. 


For as Vaſſius truly ſays, 8 eee 
“ naturæ iſtæ ſyllabæ n id Fa eſſe 
mp era Ibid. b 33. | e 


© 
— 
a — 2 
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=: cent; + but in the Greek and Latin, by wha 

is inherent and invariable, the nature of the 

2 8 themſelves.® "or in x tar _— * 
E e eee ff to 

the ſyllables and and con (hich, 7 we "hom. 


reſpe& to the common. canons of Greek 4 
Latin metre, will be long by poſition,) are 


5 ſhort, merely becauſe they are pronounced 8 


with a grave accent; bell and ſent are long, 
merely becauſe they are pronounc d wit 


an acute accent: ; But inthe. A line of : 
Anacreon, - "A N 


„„ o wegen Ar . „ 
5 th As 
LY 4 This Dr. Faſter himſelf dts: : We Evg-. 
«© liſh, fays he, cannot well elevate a ſyllable without 
40 lengrhening it, by which our acute accent and long 
* M Ne and fall together on 
x Vans lab He adds in a en, 
1 This i is confirm'd by the deciſive authority of Mr, 
* Samnel Jobhnſon :—— He, in the cules of his Pro- 
v fody prefix d to his Dictionary, conſiders the acute 
tone and long quantity, in Engliſh metre and rythm, 2 
on as THE SAME.” Effay on Accent &c. p. 37. ; 
So again in the next page: The coincidence 


Wl © of the acute and long quantity on the ſame ſylla- 


4 ble is certainly moſt uſual with us in the pronuncia- 


tion of our own language: (which will be admitted 5 


by any one, who with this view attends to the found 
of an Engliſh voice.)” See too p. 54. 56. 82. 149. oy 

158 811. 414. 
* Vide Vaſium de Paemat. e. p. 22. 28. 0 33. 
43: 46. 84. 124 —128. 130. 


; 8 N 8 
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the ſyllables Os and as are ſhort, . becauſe 
they are in themſelves, and naturally ſhort; 5 Aw 
and ven are long, becauſe they are in chen. 
Flues and naturally long D 
I cannot forbear obſerving here en paſſant, 
| how very perfect and poliſh'd the Greek and 
Roman languages (and particularly the for- 
mer, ) were: As in them the ſlowneſs and. 
_ quickneſs of pronunciation might be conſiſtent 
With the nature of the ſyllables pronounc d; 
and thus be regulated according to the nature 
of things: Which is far from being the caſe 
in Engliſh and other modern tongues; ; where 
ſyllables are, and indeed from the genius of 
_ theſe languages muſt be, pronounc'd long and 
ſhort, whether naturally ſo, or not. See ſome 
very ingenious and juſt obſervations upon this 
gest! in the learned Yofius de Poemat. Re. 
2 43. et ſeqꝗ . fed hæc hactenus. 


The other paſſage of my Lat. Epiſt. is in 
pa Be 2 8, and runs thus: F4 4.00% 


- * Unde conſtat verſum quempiam AE 


F canum, qui pari fyllabarum numero con- 

ſtat, eſſe Trochaicum ? qui impari, Iamtbi- 
10 cum? Unde conſtat, verbi Waun, hun 

* verſum eſſe Trochaicum ? ELLE 2 


66 beer ang groves are reef thy dreſi ſin ng. | | 
| PET rat * hue 


— —<—————————————— ES ̃]«⏑um“ꝰꝰ. 


gd POSTS © R " 1 * 
„hung autem lambicum : 
18 A / feveet'r repoſe Foo ee ee PI OO +. 
1 meaning, when expfeſs d i in a « Un 
and. particular manner, is this: — That a 
verſe, which conſiſts of an even number of 
| ſyllables, is, according to Biſhop Hare's ſyſtem, „ 
4 Trochaic, juſt for the ſame reaſon as it 
is in Engliſn Poetry; namely, BECAUSE, 
BEGINNING FROM THE FIRST, IT 18 AC-, 
CENTED. ON. THE ODD SYLLABLES: And, 
in like manner, — That a verſe, which conſiſts . 
ol an uneven number of ſyllables, is, accordj- 
ing to the Harian Metre, an Iambic, juſt for 
the ſame reaſon as it is in Our metre; BE<. 


1 
* # #2. 5 2 \ 
_ 2 
* . «x * 


— 


8 CAUSE BEGINNING FROM THE FIRST, IT, 


E ACCENTED, ON THE EVEN SYLLABLES. 
The accent to be plac d, d, according as the 


PW; —_—_ 31 


Lo directs, on the even or odd ſyllables of 


verſes, 1s THE ONLY THING THAT DE- 
TERMINE S THEM TO-BE IAMBIC-OR TRO-; 
Chai in the Hebrew PootFs:: as moſt, un- | 
5 doubtedly it is in the Engliſh. 4 % 
1 muſt juſt add, that I never * 

to defend the Biſhop' 8 Hypotheſis, conſider d 


merely as an ingenious Hypotheſis, but 


as an Hypotheſis attended with very impor- - 
tant conſequences : — as what had been, and 
| would 


K [ 


POSTSCRIPT. 57 
would be of great ſervice in clearing up many 


obſcure and unintelligible paſſages in the ; 
Poetical Parts of the Old Teſtament, I am, 
from the moſt attentive, unprejudic id, and 
mature reflection, thoroughly convinc'd of 
| the certainty of the diſcovery in general; and, 
to uſe the words of an ahle Advocate for it, 


the judicious and learned Dr. Grey, ” I am 
* fo far from having yet ſeen any reaſon to 


* recede from what I have advanc' d upon 


— * this head, that the more I conſider i it, the | 
be more 1 am confirmed 1 in the truth of it. 6 : 1 


. to The 40 Words N Ben divided a ac- | 
| cording to the Metre, &c. ſub, init. 


One thing however, which I have aſſerted (lar. | 
Epiſt. P- 34. 35.) of our Engliſh Verſe, * That there 


are no triſyllable feet,” I now ſee is not true; and 


therefore deſire it may be look'd upon as retracted and 
unſaid. Voſſio præeunte, in hunc errorem incidi. I 
3 undoubtedly, our language, as Dr. Foſter juſt- 
ly obſerves,“ is Iambic and Trochaic; and there are 
not many datyls i in it: Yet we certainly have both 
dactylic and anapæſtic meaſures. . But tho? this be the 


caſe in Engliſh, I EY ſeen nothing like a * 


4 in Heb. metre. 7 

Inſtead therefore of — « « pedes trifyllabi — ex 
s metris noſtris 8 penitus—lI ſhould have faid 
Lui Plurimum exterminantur:“ and for © — pedes 


© ſunt omnes — I ſhould have wrote — = plerique oinnes 
L ſunt diſſyllabi. * 


* Effay on Accent, &c. p. 48. See too Dr. Free on the 
Origin and peculiar Nature of Engliſh Poetry: p. 17. 22 
24. 1 ad | £6 "4 1 e n eee A 
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1 POS 'SC R IPT. I 
I I ſhall conclude this Poſtfeript, as I have | 
Jond each of the preceding Differtations, with 
a Paſſage from the celebrated Le Clerc; pau- 


culis * ee een in yu re * 
en ſitis: | 


—— - tr rem vero 0 ipfam hed; attr tact, £ 
pum a Leclore veri et aqui ſtudio Zoftule, ut 
ne judicet de hacce controverſia, ex ſolis eorum 
oY qui Metricam Harianam oppugna- 
kunt, fed ut opera eorum etiam perlegat, 
qui magnum illud et præclarum Inventum 
propugnarunt: Ex collati one utrorumque Scrip- 
forum ſatis intelli get, ex utrorum parti bus feet 
veritas, aut verlſmilitudo, 2 fit aut mniquus, 
aut harum rerum RPE ner 5. Crit. Epiſt, : 


Vn. F . 


1 q 7 Wat i * * 
8 c 1 . 3 
+ N * j 
# * 3 Ws "4 9.74, F 
= 7 7 — 
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Leh lab, 


AN EW Engliſh T -onſlation of the Pſalms from the 
E original Hebrew, reduc'd to metre by the late 
Bp. Hare; with Notes critical and explanatory; Illuſ- 


trations of many paſſages, drawn from the Claſſics; 


and a preliminary Diſſertation, in which the truth and 
certainty of that learned Prelate's happy diſcovery is 


© ſtated and prov'd. Printed for B. Dog, in Ave-Mary- 
„ 0 mm nn pol 
The Doctrine of Irreſiſtible Grace prov'd to have no 


foundation in the Writings of the New Teſtament, 


Printed for J. Jobnſon in Pater-noſter-Row. 8vo.. 
Prolegomena in Libros Veteris Teſtamenti Poeticosz 


five Diſſertatio, in qua, Viri eruditiſſimi Franciſci 


Harii, nuper Epiſcopi Ciceſtrienſis, de antiqua He- 
bræorum Poeſi Hypotheſin ratione et veritate niti, 


fuſe oſtenditur, atque ad Objecta quædam reſponde- 


tur. Subjicitur Metricæ Lowthianæ Confutatio, cum 


Indicibus neceſſariis. Proſtant apud Gul. Thurlbourn 


1 


cet J. Noocher Cantab. J. Fletcher Oxon. et J. Johnſon ,, 
Londin. in vico dicto Pater-noſter-Row. 8/v0o,  _ 


| Epiſtola ad dofiifſimum Virum Robertum Low- 


thium, S. T. P. In qua nonnulla, que ad nuperz ſuæ 

de Sacra Hebræorum Poeſi Prælectionum Editionis 

calcem habet, expenduntur. Proſtant apud Gul, 
Thburlbourn et J. Woodyer Cantab. J. Fletcher Oxon, 
ect F. Johnſon Londin. in vico vulgo dicto Pater- 
. 8 5 


11% h T.EDWARDS, DD. 


Ready for the Preſs, by the ſame Author, ts + 
Duæ Diſſertationes : quarum Priore probatur, Va- 


_ riantes Lectiones et Menda, quæ in Sacram Scriptu- 
ram irrepſerint, non labefactare ejus auctoritatem in 
rebus, quæ ad fidem et mores pertinent : Poſteriore 
vero, - Prædeſtinationem Paulinam ad Gentilium Vo- 
cCationem totam ſpectare. e ee 
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